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i Cor. iv. 12. And labour working with our Hands; being reviled we bleſs. 
being perſecuted we ſuffer it, | 
* el. 13. Being defamed, we int reat. 
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For the People call'd Quakers, &c. 


1 AVING perus'd a Pamphlet entituled, Pa- 
ö pers relating to the Quakers Tithe Bill; 1 
could not but obſerve, that the Arguments 
. therein advanc'd in ſupport of Tithes, are calculated 
rather to amuſe and miſlead, than to inſtruct the 
Reader: That the Qyakers Conſcience is appeald 
to in ſuch a manner, as if their Scruple to 
Tithes had not any juſt Foundation : And that their 
Veracity is call'd in queſtion, as to the Truth of that 
Aſſertion in their printed Caſe, which fays, that 
There have been proſecuted in the Exchequer, 
« Ecclefiaſtical and other Courts, for Demands re- 
« coverable by the ſaid Acts, [of the 7th and 8th 
« of King William III. for the more eaſy Recovery 
« of Tithes, &c.] above Eleven Hundred of the 
“People calld Qrakers, of whom near Three 
Hundred were committed to Priſon, and ſeveral 
« of them died Priſoners.” | © 
I have alſo read the ſeveral Anfivers to thoſe Pas 
pers, which were publiſhed without the Qzakers 
Knowledge, and do not fully defend them in the 
Points wherein they are moſt nearly concerned, vi. 
Their Conſcience and Veracity. 
Theſe Confiderations induced me, being one ofthat 
People, and from a long Converſe with them and 
their Writings, fully fatisfied of the Reality and 
Reaſonableneſs of their conſcientious Scruples, and 
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from my own Knowledge of their Affairs, aſſured 

of the Truth of their Aſſertions in the preſent Cate, 
to undertake a particular Examination of the ſaid 
Papers, and to exhibit ſuch Reaſons and Proofs, as 
J think conducive to their juſt Defence. 

Mine Attempt herein is warranted by the Precept 
of the Apoſtle, Be ready always to give an Anſwer to 
every Man, that aſketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that 


is in you, with Meekneſs and Fear: Having a good {| 


Conscience, 1 Pet. iii. 15, And I do it with the ſame 
view by him aſſigned, v/2. That whereas they ſpeak 
evil of Us, as Evil-doers, they may be aſhamed who 
Falſiy accuſe Our good Converſation in Chriſt. V. 16. 
We ſhall now conſider the Papers in the ſame 


Order wherein we find them publiſhed, and make 
our Obſervations, | 


I. On the Caſe of the People call d Quakers. 


As to the Truth of the Matters alledged in the 
faid Caſe, which ſome have been pleas'd to call in 
queſtion, we ſhall refer our Reader to a Book lately 
publiſhed, intituled, A brief Account of many of the 
Projecutions of the People called Quakers; wherein he 
will ſee ſuch a particular Specification of Cauſes, 
Perſons, Places and Times, as will, we make no 
doubt, give him full Satisfaction. 

From the following Paragraph in the faid Caſe, 
p. 4. Thoſe Acts, tis humbly conceived, were 
intended not only for the Eaſe of the Pro- 
«* fſecutor, but to prevent oppreſſive and ruinous 
e Proſecutions,” we may infer, that as the Method 
of Recovery by thoſe Acts, was provided at the 
Requeſt, and for the Eafe of the Tithe-claimers, 
tis but reaſonable age they thould acquieſce there- 

in; 


"7 


in: Nor can they loſe any thing by being reſtricted | 
to it, except the Power of Oppreſſion, which no 
good | Man would defire to have. 


III. On tbe Extracts From the Yearly Epiſtles of Meeting 
of Quakers held in London, relating to Tithes. 


The Subſtance of thoſe Extras is a zealous Ad- 
monition to ſtand faithful againſt the Payment of 
Tithes, as an Antichriſtian Yoke of Bondage under 

which this Nation yet groans, and a Defire of De- 
| liverance from that Oppreſſion. | 

The Extracter's Reaſon for publiſhing them he 
thus expreſſes, p. 6. At a time when the Quakers 

are deſiring a very uncommon Favour from the 
«© Parliament, in relation to their Tithes, it cannot 
be improper to inform the Publick, from their 
% own Declarations, made in the moſt folamn man- 
ner, what their true Sentiments and real Views 
< are, with reſpect to Tithes. 

The common Suppoſition is, That the Quakers 

<«< mean by their preſent Attempt, no Injury to the 
«© Clergy, nor to defraud them of their juſt and legal 
Rights; but deſire only an eaſie and unexpenſive 
« way of being forced to that Compliance with the 
Law, which their Conſciences will not Nn 
them to yield willingly. 
KgBut whether the Qyakers mean no more than 
„ this, or will be contented with this, if it ſhould 
4 granted them, may be beſt learned from them- 
% - - 

"Tis readily acknowledged, that thaſk Epiſtles do 
expreſs, the true and always 2 declared Senti- 
ments of the Quakers, with reſpe& to Tithes, wiz. 
That they are Antichriſtian and Oppreſjrve : And 


tis 


66) 

tis natural for thoſe, who ſo believe, to wiſh for 
Deliverance, But, ſeeing, in the preſent State of 
Things, they can have, at beſt, but a remote and 
diſtant Proſpect of that happy Time, wherein, by 
an univerſal Obedience to the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
the Freedom and Liberty of the Goſpel Diſpenſati- 
on will be perfectly eſtabliſhed, they patiently ſub- 
mit to bear the Burden they can't get rid of, and 
only requeſt, that it may not be augmented by an 
additional Severity in the Pr oſecution. 

What the ſaid People aſked for was, that the Pro- 
ſecutors might be reſtrained from ruinous and de- 
ſtructive Proſecutions; nor had they any other view 
in that Requeſt, than that their Friends, who were 
liable to ſuch Proſecutions, might be conſidered as 
Sufferers for Conſcience-ſake, and that ſuch Remedy 
might be provided as to the Wiſdom of the Legiſla- 
ture ſhould ſeem meet, to which they would paſ- 
fively ſubmit, whether it amounted to an entire 
Relief from ſuch Proſecutions, or not: And in- 
deed their only view in the preſent Caſe was, that 
the moſt eaſy and leaſt expenſive Way might be 
taken in thoſe Caſes, wherein for Conſcience ſake 
they could not actually comply with the Law. 

But from their known and profeſſed Doctrine, 
that Tithes are Antichriſtian, and no Goſpel Mainte- 
nance, they cannot recede, nor is it conſiſtent with 
their Principles to pay them in any Shape, or under 
any Colour whatſoever. 

That Tithes are no Goſpel Maintenance, they con- 
clude from their being a very wnegual and a forced 
Maintenance : 

Unequal, becauſe, according to the Laws in be- 
ing, whoſe Foundation was the Pope's Law, ſome 
Perfors pay none, others little, and ſome a great 


deal : 


CPF 

deal: Others, who pretend not to be Gofpel-Mznz- 
flers, (viz. Impropriators ) receive them. So that, 
were there a general Agreement to maintain a Mi- 
niſtry, Tithes as now paid, are no adequate manner 
of doing it; becauſe the Burden is laid upon the 
Occupier of the Land, whether Owner or Farmer, 
to the great Diſcouragement of Induſtry and Im- 
| provement, while the Rich, if not Occupiers of 
A Land, often pay little, and ſometimes nothingat all. 
Forced, becauſe taken by Violence from thoſe 
who refuſe to pay ; a Method which we think en- 
tirely repugnant to the Precept of Chriſt, Freely ye 

have received, freely give, Mat. x. 8. 

The Extradter queries p. 11. © Why all this 
FEarneſtneſs to keep up the Oppoſition ? Why all 
<« this Concern to exhort Friends to ſuffer ?” We 
anfwer, becauſe they are concerned in a Chriſtian 
Teſtimony againſt an Antichriſtian Yoke, and have 
on their Side, the Example of the primitive Chriſti- 
ans, who took joyfully the Spoiling of their Goods, 
Heb. x. 34. and of the Martyrs and Confeſſors in all 
Ages, in the ſeveral Teſtimonies they were called to 
bear. 

He queries again, Why all this lamenting over 
«© thoſe who had brought their Conſciences to com- 
<«« ply with the Law of their Country,” One would 
think by this Query, that this Patron of the Church 
of England had forgot that ever ſhe was perſecuted 
for her Conſcience: We ſhall therefore anſwer his 
Query by a pertinent Inverſion; Why ſo much La- 
mentation among the fit Reformers when any of 
them fell away, as in the Caſe of the Six Articles, 
where the Law was againſt them in the Times of 
King Henry the 8th and Queen Mary, as may 

be ſeen in the Letters of the Martyrs, and in the 


Lamentation 
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| # Lamentation of that excellent Man Nicholas Ridley 
Biſhop of London ? Was not the perſecuting poor 
Men in the Beginning of the Reformation, and com- 
pelling them, contrary to their Conſciences, to re- 
cant, a thing to be lamented? Did not the Prote- 
fant Martyrs in general ſacrifice their Lives for op- 
. poſing their Conſciences to the Law of the Land, 
or which is the ſame Thing, Obeying God rather 
than Man? And do not thoſe who would make the 
Laws of the Land the Standard of Conſcience, tell 
us in Effect, that we ought to obey Man rather than 
God ? Certainly, they are far degenerated from the 
Principles of the firſt Reformers, who advance Po- 
ſitions ſo diametrically oppoſite to their Practices. 

As to his Remark about opening the Eyes of the 
Nation: we ſhall only ſay, That as the Eyes of the 
Reformed Churches abroad have been opened, as 
+ Milton and others obſerve, fo it were to be a> 

5 bv at 


* How can it be, faith Bp. Ridley, but either thou muſt 
tranſereſs the common Order, and the Romiſh Laws and 
Cuſtoms, which have been uſed in England in the Times paſt 
of Popery ; and now it is certain, they return again: 1 ſay, 
thou muſt either be a Breaker of theſe Rites, Laws and Cu- 
ſtoms, and ſo bewray thy ſelf, or elſe, if thou be indeed a Man 
of God, thou ſhalt cffend thy Conſcience, for in obſerving of 
them thou ſhalt be compelled to break God's Law which is the | 
Rule of Conſcience to the Man of God. See Fox's Acts and 
Monuments, Vol. 3. p. 444. Edit. 1684. 

+ This [the ceremonial Nature of Tithes] ſays Mil- 
ton, is ſo apparent to the Reformed Divines of other Countries, 
that when any of Ours hath attempted in Latin tio maintain 
this Argument of Tithes, tho a Man would think they might 
ſuffer him without Oppoſition, in a Point equally tending to 
the Advantage of all Miniſters, yet they forbear not to op- 
poſe him, as in a Doctrine not fit to paſs unoppos d under the 
Goſpel. See Milton's Means to remove Hirelings. 
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| That the Eyes of the People of England were alſo opened, 
70 fee how engen the C ompuljion of Tithe-paying i Is 
to the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 
As to our exhortmg. our Friends ” ſuffer, and to 
and out, even to death, againſt paying Tithes, which 
he mentions p. 11, 12. We anſwer, That in the 3d 
Volume of Fox's A#s and Monuments, in the Let- 
ters of the Martyrs are many like Exhortations, and 
there is publiſhed in the faid Volume, p. $67. a 
Diſcourſe of that Tendency, wherein he may ſee the 
' Author's Regſons for ſo doing; many of which are 
alſo ours: "Tis plain, that our Advices are to excite 
one another to a faithful Perſeverance in what we 
eſteem a Chriſtian Duty; and not as this Adverſary 
ſcoffingly fays, that we might with a better Grace 
apply to Parliament. 

B. 12. He lets us ſee, tis * Opinion, that a 
Liberty for any Perſon, vroved by the Holy Spirit of 
God, to preach the Doctrine of the glorious Goſpel of 
our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt freely, tends to de- 
roy the Chriſtian Miniſtry and all Eſtabliſhments. 
A notable Paradox! Can that which firſt made 
Chriſtian Miniſtens, deſtroy them ? Is the very Life 
of Chriſtian Miniſtry now become the Death. of it? 
Or does the M:niftry which he calls Chriſtian act on 
other Motives than thoſe of the SHirit of God? If 
ſo, twill not be prov'd a Chriſtian One by any Text 
in the New Teſtament. An Eſtabliſhed One it may 

be; but E/tabh/hments in this caſe prove nothing: 
For in that Reſpect, the Jewiſh, Mahometan, and 
Pagan Religions, have been, or are, on an equal 
Foot with Chriſtianity. But this Liberty for any 
Perſon mov 'd by the Holy Spirit to preach, is no * new 

B Doctrine: 


* See Acts 11. 17, 18. 
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Doctrine: Twas receiv'd among the Early Reform- 
ers from Popery: Honeſt John Hus tells ũs, that 


* the meek Miniſter of Chriſt, upon whom the 
Spirit of Chriſt doth reſt, without the requiring 
of any Licenſe of the Pope or Biſhop, may preach 
« the Word of God to the People.” 

It was alſo the Aſſertion of the Waldenſes, Bohe- 
mians, &c. as witneſſeth Biſhop Uſher, de Succeſs. 
Eccleſ. cap. G. That it was free for all to preach the 
Mord of God. | 

The Extracter concludes his Obſervations with 
the following Appeals to his Reader, 

Judge now, /ays he, whether the Continuance 
* of the Obſtinacy of many Qyakers in the Country, 
<« in the matter of Tithes, be not owing in great 
« meaſure, to the vehement Exhortations of their 


General Meetings. Judge likewiſe, whether the 


« 9uakers can approve the preſent Propoſition in 


their Favour, any otherwiſe than as it is one ſt 


(and a great one it may prove) to their being to- 
« tally exempted from paying Tithes and Steeple- 
«© houſe Rates.” 
We may with much more Reaſon appeal to every 
conſiderate Perſon, and fay, | 
judge now, whether the Compliance of ſome 
2akers, in the matter of Tithes, be not a meer 
Force againſt their Conferences, from the Fear of 
Ruin to themſelves and Families: And whether 


their earneſt Admonitions to each other to perſevere in 


their acknowledged Chriſtian Duty, notwithſtanding 
ſach Terrors, be not a reaſonable Proceeding : And 
whether any Man would find fault with ſuch Exhor- 


tations, 


——_— wa 


— a 
_ WY 


* See John Hus his Arguments on that Head in Fox's 
Lass and Monuments, Vol. 3. p. 514. to 519. 


een, 


tations, except thoſe whoſe dreadful Severities have 


made them neceſſary. 

As to the Objection of Obſtrnacy to the Quakers, 
he has no better ground for it, than the Papifts had 
for their calling the reaſonable Diſſent of the fire 
Reformers ſo, as they frequently did, they being beth 
on one Foundation, viz. A conſcientious Diſallowing 
thoſe Practices and Doctrines, which were in their 


Fudgment, contrary to Scripture, and the Deſign of 
the Chriftian Religion in general. | 


And reſpecting the Qyakers being totally exempted 


from paying Tithes and Steeplehouſe Rates, tho in 


their late Application for Relief, they had no ſuch 
thing in vier; yet as to the Reaſonableneſs thereof, 


it may be conſider'd, That the now e/tabliſhed Church 
has no other Argument for obliging all that diſſent 


from her, to maintain her Miniſters, and uphold 


her Worſhip-houſes, than the Papiſts heretofore had 


for compelling Proteſtants to ſubmit to the Injuncti- 
ons of the See of Ryme : The Arguments of Power 
and Law prove either nothing or too much, becauſe 


they may be urged with equal Force by any Per- 


ſwaſion that has them on her Side; and if admitted, 
would wholly make void all Plea of Conſcience, and 
repreſent the Sufferings of the holy Martyrs in all 
Ages as an unjuſtiſiable Obſtinacy, and an unwar- 


rantable Diſobedience to the Laws in being. 


Let but all Parties be conſidered as upon a Level, 
as in diſputable Caſes they ought to be, and their 
common Liberty and Privilege have its due weight, 
'twill eaſily appear, that the Interpoſition of the 
Magiſtrate in theſe Caſes is not neceſſary: And that 
it is agreeable to Equity that every Preacher, requir- 
ing a fixed Maintenance, (as the Q#akers do not) 


ſhould receive it from his Hearers only: Nor will it 
= upon 


bis _. + 
*& „ ang. 
1 
n 


— — — 


- — — —— 


* 2 4a 


* 

6. 

y * 

8 

\ 1 
SE + 

i I 
1 

* J 2 

1 6 

* 
* 
: 1 

x 4 
ES 

4, 

4 

9 
''FB 
7 

1 

Ef 

[4 
$4 

q (| 

n 
4 

"1 

% 

: 898 

1 
we OS |: 
12188 
N 

* 
15 

CTL 
1 

pa | 
ob, * 
On 
N 

* 
WT... 
' 238 
1 
1 
Ws 
+38 
4 if! 

1 
1 
VY IN. 

Ay b, 
7 . 

Su! 
nn 1 
Win 7 
WY ©. 
KP 

ö 

4 
LR 
Re, Fl 
1 

1 

"is 

F 

x4 i 1 

9 JV 

033M 
"LM 

\ "5 
1 
a8 
** 1 45 
we 

> N 
4 = ; U 
the $ 

Ws 
WY. 
4.8 

g [| 
4 
" 4 4 
# 
7 
„ 

N p 

„ 

bs 12 

1 7 
„ 
„ . 

1 * 

1 ' 
* 3 

ww” U 

* 

1 
Wo: 

. ; 
ax 
'" NAW 
* at 

i 0 
»., « 
1 N 
1 
e 
"3 
i ' 
8 
r 
11 
Wy” 4+ 
9 
17 1 
"&% ' b 
UT > 

4 
wy” 
«4; 3. 
1 
1 
. + 28 
FF * 
e l 
i 
1 
. * 
wo.” 
5 
MW 
„ 
by 
- 

Y : o 
3 

1 
i 
Ws. 

* 

TY. 
"1305 
1 
Wi 
vi 
7 
1 
1 
4 f 

4 

* * 

1 
1 
6 
17 4 

© 1 
* ut 
1 
1 
2 
167 


rr 


* 


* 


4 W'z <% > 
— CAE 


— bo — 
—„—ͤv i + NAG — an 
r 


— 


— 


m. * * * — 
KS AIG _— 
— 433 ed ne 


Lol 
* „„ 


cc 


(125905 


upon a general View ſeem at all unreaſonable, that 
the 2/aker who preaches the Goſpel 7reely, and ſpends 
reat part of his Time and Subſtance in fo doing, 
and builds and repairs in common with the reſt of 
his Brethren, their own Worſhip-houſe, ſhould be 
exempted from contributing towards the Maintenance 
of a Miniſtry he difapproves; or the building or re- 
pairing of a Worſhip Houſe he never frequents. 

This Claim of Maintenance from thoſe who nei- 
ther receive them nor their Miniſtry, having no 
Foundation in Scripture or Reaſon, ſeems to be ad- 
mitted on ſelf Views by the Miniſters of ſeveral 
Denominations of Chriſtians, as a point wherein 
their ſeveral and reſpective Intereſts may be con- 
cerned, whenſoever and whereſoever the Magiſtrate 
ſhall be diſpos'd to favour them. 

But we, the People called Qzakers, have no ſhare. 
in this golden Hope; for we utterly diſclaim the De- 
mand of any Maintenance for Minifters, other than 
what is common to every Member, viz. to ſupply 
their Neceſſities, if poor ; for it is a fundamental 
Principle with us, according to the Example of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, to preach the Goſpel freely; only 
ſuch as travail on that Account, may take ſuch things 
as are ſet before them, as Chriſt directed, Mat. x. 
die x. , 8. We alſo utterly diſclaim all 


Force, Compulthion, or Perſecution of any for not 


conforming to our Way, becauſe we eſteem all ſuch 
Coercion contrary to the Nature of the Goſpel : Our 
Sentiments on this Head are well expreſs'd by Ro- 
BERT BARCLAY toward the End of the 14th Propo- 
ſition of his ApoLocy, who after a full Vindication 
of our Patience and Innocence, concludes thus, 
% Now againſt our unparrallel'd yet innocent and 
as — hriſtian Cauſe, our malicious Enemies have 

nothing 


(13) 

ec nothing to ſay, but that if we had Power, we would 
« do ſo hkewiſe. This is a piece of meer unreaſona- 
ce ble Malice, and a Privilege they take to judge of 
ce Things to come, which they have not by Imme- 
« diate Revelation; and ſurely it is the greateſt 
« heighth of harſh Judgment to ſay, Men would do 
« contrary to their profeſſed Principle, :f they could, 

C who have from their Practice hitherto given no 
ground for it, and wherein they only judge others 
<« by themſelves : : Such Conjectures cannot militate 
* againſt us ſo long as we are innocent. And if 
© ever we prove guilty of Perſecution, by forcing 
other Men by corporal Puniſhment to our Way, 

then let us be judged the greateſt of Hypocrites, 
and let not any {pare to perſecute us. 


HI. On @ Supplemental EXTRACT from the Quakers 
Yearly Epiſtles relating to their Sufferings. 


This Extract contains Paragraphs out of ſeveral 
Yearly Epiſtles of the Accounts of their Sufferings 
brought in, upon which the Extrader thus remarks, 
«© Their Accounts ſhew, not how much they have 

* ſuffered, but of how much they would have de- 
« frauded the Parſon and the Pariſh, if the Law had 
not interpoſed.” Whereas the Truth of the 
Caſe is, if the Law had not interpos'd, the Parſon 
could have had no Title to Tithes, (for the Goſpel 
does not give him any) and conſequently could not 
have been defrauded by their being with-held : Fis 
his Miſtake to call the Tithes His own ; they are the 
Farmer's; and tho' the Law gives the Parſon a Li- 
berty to take them, yet, the Owner having never 
receiv d any Conſideration, the Parſon in poſſeſſing 
himſelf of them, is at beſt but. a Legal Invader of 
another Man's Proper ty. The 


The Extracter again remarks, and fays, p. 15, 

16. that © the Qakers in the Country ſhould ob- 
« ſerve, that their Friends at the Yearly Meeting, 
« who call upon them ſo often and fo earneſtly, to 
<« ſuffer all Extremities rather than pay Tithes, are 
| themſelves generally Merchants and Traders in the 
great Cities and Towns, and have no Tithes to 
pay, and therefore are in no danger of bearing 
any Share of the Burden.” 
This Remark is a meer Miſtake, as the Country 
Friends well know, becauſe they themſelves do con- 
ſtitute the far greater Part of the early Meeting, and 
know, that none are more zealous in exhorting a- 
gainſt the Payment of Tithes, than many of thoſe 
who are liable to Sufferings on that Account. 

His Suggeſtion, that the Merchants and. Tra- 
« ders in great Cities and Towns, have no Tithe to 
<«« pay, and are therefore in no danger, is not per- 
tinent: For tho' they have no Tithe to be taken in 
kind, yet there are Rates and Payments in lieu of 
Tithes in great Cities and Towns for the Mainte- 


nance of the Clergy, which we can no more pay 


than Tithe in kind, or other Tithe; and we are 
able to produce many Inſtances of exceſſive Sums 
taken from Merchants and Traders by Parſons and 
their Officers, for frivial Demands, even in the City 
and Suburbs of London, as well as in great Towns, 


and of * vexations Sue: commenced there upon un- 


reaſonable 
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* Michael eee N Bocket, and Nicholas 
Witchel, of the Pariſh calPd St. Giles's Cripplegate, Lon- 
don, were proſecuted at the Suit of Thomas Bennet Vicar 
of the ſaid Pariſh, on a Claim of 28. gd. in the Pound for 
Tithes, according to the Yearly Rent of their reſpeftive Houſes, 

py virtue of the Statute-and Decrce of 37 Hen. 8. ho it did 


avs 


(15) 
reaſonable and unuſual Demands : So that his Talk 
of the Country Friends having Reaſon to complain, 
proceeds from no other than the abounding of his 
own luxuriant Wit and Opinion. 

But the Extracter adds, They pay their Taxes 
« and Cuſtoms like other People, and exhort the 
« poor Farmers to die in Priſon rather than pay 
<« their Tithes and Church Rates, tho' equally due, 
c andby the ſame Law of the Land.” 

The Parſon loves to place his own Pay on an equal 
Foot with the King's Revenue; but, with his leave, 
notwithſtanding the Law, there 1s a vaſt Diſparity : 
For, in the Caſe of paying Taxes and Cuſtoms, the 
Law of the Land correſponds with the Duty of a 
Chriſtian Man enjoyned by the Goſpel, Render unto 
Cæſar, the Things that are Cæſar's: But, in the caſe 
of Tithes, the Law of the Land commands what 
the Goſpel forbids, and therefore in that Caſe, they 
cannot be both of them the Rule of a Chriſtian 
Man's Obedience. Let the Extracter reſolve us 
whether of the Two ſhould be ſo. | 


IV. Some 


not appear that ſuch Demand was ever made by any former 
Vicar of the ſaid Pariſh. The Demand on theſe three Per- 
ſons was 131. 15s. per Annum for their three Houſes. The 
Cauſe was depending about ſix Years, during which Time 
| there were ſeveral Hearings in the Court of Exchequer, and 
one Hearing in the Houſe of Lords, aud an Iſſue at Law by a 
ſpecial Fury. The Expence to the ſaid three Quakers a- 
mounted to near 4001. beſides 1161. Coſts which they reco- 
ver d of the ſaid Bennet. Account of Proſecutions, pag. 
78, 79. See alſo the Caſes of Thomas Pitſtow, William 
Oram, and Michael Holms, proſecuted at the Suil of Ri- 
chard Welton Prieſt of Whitechappel, ibid. p. 83. And 
of Thomas Lite, John Curle, and James Hayley, of the 
Pariſh of Mary Magdalen Bermondſey in Southwark, 
ibid. pag. 131. | 


n 


(36) 
IV. Some Oger vation on Remarks 2 hon a Bill N0W 
dependi ng in Parliament, &c. 


The Remarker obſerves, p. 18, 19. that © there 
“ may be a Latitude in fixing the true Value of the 
«© Tithes when carried away ——and that Such a 
Latitude is leaſt likely to be taken, by Judges 
*« who have ſtated ways of Proceeding ; ” ” though 
the ſame Reaſon might be aſſign'd much more rati- 
onally in bchalf of the Determination of the Juſtices 
of the Peace, who living near the Parties, and per- 
haps knowing the Land, and the Nature, and Quan- 
tity of Crops, as well as the Cuſtoms of the Place, 
have greater Opportunities of finding out the Truth, 
and are in leſs danger of being mifled by corrupt 


Evidence: And indeed 'tis a plain Proof of the 


Tithe-claimer's Litigiouſneſs, to chuſe the Trial of 
his Cauſe for a ſmall Demand, in a Court far diſtant, 

and at a vaſt Expence, when he may have it decided 
at home with little Charge. 

He farther tells us, p. 20. that“ cheſs Suggeſti- 
ons, as they are laid, will be generally under- 
« ſtood as a Reproach upon the Clergy. Whereas 
«© many of the Proſecutions may have been by Lay 
% Impropriators, and many Others for Church 
* Rates at the Suit of Church Wardens : adding, that 
« it is by no means probable that many are to be 
<«« found in that Body, who will chuſe a long and 
« expenſive Method for the Recovery of their Rights, 
< 1f they think they may be recovered in a ſhorter 
and leſs expenſive Way.” 

To this we reply, that the Qakters ea no 
Man: Their Caſe was a plain Repreſentation of 
Facts, void of any perſonal Charge: The Clergy 


cc 


cc 


indeed, uncharged, were pleaſed to diſtinguiſh 


themſelves 


(17) 
themſelves in that Affair by a very Sealous Oppoſition, 
which let him, that can, interpret as a peculiar mark 
of their Innocence. But if any Perſon ſhall have the 
Curioſity to compute from the Collection of Caſes be- 
fore mentioned, the Numbers of Clergymen, Impro- 


priators, and Wardens, concerned, he will perhaps 


find the Number of the Firſt very little inferior to 
both the Other. 

But, fays the Remarker, © their ſuppoſing that 
<« the more tedious and expenſive Method has been, 


and will be made Choice of out of 2/ Will, Ma 


ice, or Revenge, is an heavy Imputation ; and tis 
no more than common Juſtice, that the Clergy 
% ſhould have an Opportunity to vindicate them- 
« ſelves from ſo foul a Charge.” 

Here the Terms Suppoſing, heavy Imputation and 
foul Charge, (which are his own, and no Quakers) 
are uſed as /ynonomorus; not that they do in common 
Acceptation ſignify the ſame thing: But the Re- 
marker ſeems to think the Reputation of the Cler 
ſo nicely tender, that the bare ſuppoſing of any thing 
amiſs in them, is as ſenſibly affecting to them, and 
renders them as uneaſie, as an heavy Imputation or 
foul Charge would be to other Men. I could heartily 


' with, for the Clergy's Sake, that their Conduct were 


ſuch, as did really make every ſiniſter Thought con- 
cerning them altogether groundleſs : Nor ſhall I be 
offended with any Perſon, who can fo far extend 
lus Charity, as to reconcile the following Profecut:- 
ons with the Principles of good Will, Love, and 
Chriſtian Forbearance. They are extracted out of 

tne ſaid Collected Cafes, and may be there found as 

referr'd to, vs. 

” Wiizzan Fraxcis of Luton was Excommu- 
nicated and imprifon'd 19 Months, at the Suit of a 
„ Clergyman 
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at the Suit of a Clergyman in Berkſhire. ibid. p. b. | 


Clergyman in Cambrideſhire. ibid. p. II. 


$3.52 


 Chrgyman in Bedfordſhire, for One * demanded | 


for Eaſter-Offerings. Account of Proſecutions, &c. 
Page 2. 
6 3 WILIA PEARSON for a Demand of 135. for 
two Years Tithe, had, after five Years vexatious 
Proſecution, his Cattle and Goods taken away by 
Sequeſtration, to the Value of 19/. 165. at the Suit of 
a Clergyman in Bedfordſhire. Ibid. p. 2. 

3. JohN TowNs8END for ten Years ſmall Tithes, 


amounting in all to about 4/. had taken from him, 


4 Fat Hogs and ſtore Pigs, worth 


8 
16 Cows and a Calf, worth 


„ 


Mid 


Ii all 77 14 0 


JohN BABINGTON was proſecuted in 1704, in 
the Common Pleas for Treble Damages: In 1705, 
in the Exchequer : In 1706, in the Ecclfiaſtical 
Court: In 1707, in the Common Pleas : The firſt 
of which Proſecutions iſſued in the Seizure of his 
Cattle to the Value of about 40. for 7/. 16s. demand- 
ed for Tithe: The fecond m his Impriſonment in 
Ailſbury Goal on an Attachment. The third, in 
his Impriſonment there on a Writ de Excommunicato 


capiendo: And the fourth, in a Seizure of his Goods 


to the Value of above 100/. for a Demand of 25. 
for two Years Tithes, One of which appears to be 
the fame for which he had been excommunicated and 
zmpriſoned before. All theſe Proſecutions were at 
the Suit of a Clergyman in Buckinghamſhire. ibid. 
„ 
; - Joun Typp was impriſon'd ſix Years and 2 
Months for 34s. for 2 Years Tithe, at the Suit of a 


PETER 


(19) TION 

6. PeTER BECKET was Excommunicated for 
Tithes of Hay, Geeſe, Hens, Turkeys, Pigs, Ge. 
at the Suit of a Clergyman in Cbeſbire. ibid. p. 15. 

7. PETER ROGER was impriſon'd about five 
Months in the Sheriff's Ward at Bodmin, for 135. 
4d. Tithe, at the Suit of a Clergyman in Cornwal. 
ibid. p. 16. ; 

8. WILLIAu GREENHOW, EMANUEL ToDHUN- 
TER, JOHN SOWERBY and JosHua MARK, were 
kept Priſoners for Tithes five Years and two Months, 

at the Suit of a Clergyman of Cumberland. ibid. p. 20. 

9. ANN R HENDERSON Widow, and her Son 
RokERT HENDERSON, were impriſon'd 11 Months 
for One Penny Tithe of Wool, at the Suit of a 
Clergyman of Cumberland. ibid. p. 22. 

10. JANE SPLATT, 70 Years of Age, was im- 
priſon'd above two Years for Tithe of 14d. Value, 
at the Suit of a Clergyman of Devonſhire. ibid. p. 
28, 29. | | 

II. James Haviland had his Goods taken a- 
way to the Value of 50. by an Execution, at the 
Suit of Two Parſons in Dorſetſhire for g.0s. Tithe de- 
manded by each of them. ibid. p. 34. | 

12. THoMas KIPLING was imprifon'd about 2 
Years for a Marriage Fee, at the Suit of a Clergyman 
in Durham (who did not marry them.) 261d. p. 38. 

13. Henry STARR impriſon d ſeveral Years for 
3os. Tithe, at the Suit of a Clergyman in Eſſex. ibid. 
p40. | 
- 14. JoNATHAN PEASELEY, for Tithe of 7/. Va- 
lue, had his Corn, Cattle and other Goods, ſeized 
to the Value of 2377. 55. at the Suit of a Clergyman in 
Glouceſterſhire. ibid. p. 50. | 

15. ALEXANDHR Mookt, for a Demand of 
Gl. 155. 11d, Tithe, had his Goods ſeized to the 

C 2 | Value 
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(20) 
Value of 87/. 16s. 1 1d. at the Suit of a Clergyman in 
Hampſhire. bid. p. 52. 

16. JaMEs LAWRENCE, a poor Day-Labourer, 
was proſecuted 1n the Exchequer for 4 or 5 Years 
Tithe of 8d. per Annum, at the Suit of a Clergyman 
in Hertfordſhire. p. 57. 

17. JohN Love, a poor Man, was imprifor. d 
about 14 Months, at the Suit of a Clergyman' in Can- 
terbury. ibid. p. 6 I, 62. 

18. WILLIAM WarTHMAN of Lindeth in Lan- 


caſbire was impriſon'd in Lancaſter Goal near two 


Years for 20s. 4d. Tithes, and at length had his 
Cattle ſeized to the Value of 2 5. at the Suit of the 
Dean and Chapter of Worceſter. ibid. p. 66. 

19. JohN Rican ARDs was impriſon'd for Tithes, 
five Years, till he died, at the Suit of a Clergyman in 


Leiceſterſhire. ibid. p. 70. 


20. ThOoMAS ARCHER impriſon'd 11 Months for 
Tithe at 5s. per Annum, at the Suit of a Clergyman 
in Lincolnſhire. ibid. p. 72. 

21. THOMAS PiTsrow, WILLIAM On Alf and 
MichArL Hol Es, were impriſon'd in the Fleet 
for Tithes, at the Suit of a Clergyman in Mudleſex. 
ibid. p. 83. 

1 CHARLES BARRETT, for Tithes not amount- 
ing to 156. was impriſon'd in Norwich Goal about 


10 Months, and afterward committed to the Fleet, 


at the Suit of a Clergyman of Norfolk. ibid. p. 89. 
23. THoMas BIN VON, 91 Years of Age, Blind 

and Deaf, impriſon'd for Tithes at gl. per Annum, 

at the Suit of a Clergyman in Northamptonſhire. ibid. 


. Epward Lord, for a Demand of 4/. for 
Tithe of Apples, Eggs, Garden- penny, and Eaſter 
Offerings, was impriſon d 4 Years and an half, at 
the 


(=) 


o_ Suit of a Clergyman in Oxfordſhire. ibid. p. 99. 

. GABRIEL BALLETT, a poor Man, was ſent 
to Goal for 10 Years Eaſter-Offerings, at gd. per 
Annum, at the Suit of a Clergyman in ene. 
ibid. p. 106. 

26. Joux BLOwER was committed to Stafford 
Goal for Eaſter-Offerings, at the Suit of a Cler gman 
in Staffordſhire. ibid. p. 122. | 

27. Thomas FREE was committed to Melton 
Goal in 1714, from thence remov'd to the Fleet in 
1715, and continued Priſoner there till he died in 
1722, being above 7 Years, at the Suit of a Clergy- 
man in Suffolk. ibid. p. 126. 

28. Thomas LIFE, JohN CURLE, and JAuxs 
HAvLEV, were impriſon'd about 3 Months, and 
put to 100/. Charge, at the Suit of a Clergyman i in 

—_ ibid. p. 131. 

| . Isaac Parsons, for a Demand of 4 5s. for 
Tithes had taken from him by a Sequeſtration, two 
Oxen and a Mare worth 244. at the Suit of a Clergy- 
man in Suſſex. ibid. p. 140. 

20. HANNAH WAKEFIELD and AGNEs Cour- 
LAND, the latter but 18 Years of Age, were impri- 
ſon'd 11 Months for Mortuaries, at the Suit of a 
Clergyman in M. eſtmorland. bid, p. 147. 


Theſe Inſtances, tranſcribed on a curtains View 
of the ſaid Account of Proſecutions, are but a few 
out of a Multitude of others, at the Suits of CLER- 
GYMEN ; their Motives thereto I determine not; 
but tis certain they might generally have taken thoſe 
| Demands in a ſhorter and leſs expenſive Method by 
_ Juſtices Warrants. 


V. On 


1 


v. On the Country Parſon's Plea. 


Having, as we think, ſufficiently conſidered and 
clear'd up the Objections made againſt us in the fore- 
going Papers, we come next to confider the Parſon's 
Phe, in which, after a few Remarks on ſome par- 
ticular Paſſages therein, we ſhall confider his prin- 
cipal Arguments of PROPERTY, Law, and Con- 
SCIENCE, the main Pillars on which he pretends to 
ſupport his Building. 

Hle obſerves, p. 22. That he is a Subject of 
&« Great Britain, as well as a Miniſter of the 
«© Goſpel” We think he might more properly have 
ſaid, A Miniſter of the Law, or at leaſt a Miniſter 
made by the Law; for he has quoted in Defence 
of his pretended Right, more Ads of Parliament 
than Texts of Scripture, adhering rather to a Legal 
than a Divine Right ; for tho' the Church of Eng- 
land doth profeſs, that the Scriptures are the Word 
of God, and a perfect Rule of Faith and Practice, 
and that a/l Controverfies in Religion are to be deter- 
mined by them alone, yet this Parſon will not chuſe 
to ſubmit his Maintenance to that Determination. 
The Tranſlators of the Bible, in the Time of King 
James I. in their Epiſtle to the Reader, ſay of the 


Soriptures, cc That they are not only an Armour, 


© but a whole Armoury of Weapons, both offen- 


five and defenſive, whereby we may ſave our 


& ſelves and put the Enemy to flight.” Surely then, 
the Parſon, who never cites a Text in Defenoe of 
His Pay, either diſtruſts his Cauſe, or flights his 
Armoury ; which yet, were he a true Goſpel Mi- 
niſter, would yield better Arguments in Defence of 


his neceſſary Maintenance, but not by Tithes, than 


Magna Charta, or the Law of the Land, He 


99 2 1 


C23). 

He ſays, p. 23. By the common Law of the 
Kingdom, as it ſtood before any Statutes were 
©« made in Aid of Tithes, he had a Right to receive 
« Tithes, and to diſpoſe of them to his own Uſe.” 

By common Law is underſtood common Right, 
declared in adjudg'd Caſes, reported by the Sages 
of that Order, and the antient Cuſtoms of the Na- 
tion, founded upon Equity, the obvious Reaſon of 
Things determining the natural and univerſal Rights 


of Mankind. And therefore all unreaſonable Cu- 


ſtoms, being void of their own Nature ab initio, 
ſtand no longer than they are critically examin'd by 


the Teſt of Truth and common Reaſon, on which 


our Laws are or ought to be founded. 

Every Cuſtom muſt have a Time of Commence- 
ment, and muſt begin on a Right prior to that Be- 
ginning, and let this Author, if he can, ſhew that 
Right: But, if inſtead of common Law he had faid 
Canon Law, he had come nearer the Truth; fot 
no Law for Tithes under the Goſpel, is, or can be, 
founded or commence on common Right, or on 
any Precept of the Goſpel, or from the Nature or 
Purpoſe of it. And it is too well known for this 
Author, with any Face of Truth, to deny, that 
many of the Laws and Statutes of this Realm were 
made by our Noble Anceſtors, to curb and ſtop the 
avaricious and inſolent Impoſitions and Proceedings 
of the PoE and CLERGY. And as to his pretended 
Right to receive Tithes by ſuch a common Law, it 
is not in the Reaſon and Nature of Things, nor can 
it be juſtly or reaſonably eſtabliſhed by any Law but 
that of Fraud and Force ; that the- Labour of Man- 
kind, out of which the Fruits of the Earth do chiefly 
ariſe, can be appropriated to any ſuch Uſes, ſo many 


Ages before the Perſons of whom they are exacted 


had 
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had any Being in the World: And yet Pope Alex- 
ander the Third, about the Year 1170, determin'd, 
That they ſhould proceed with Excommuntcations 
eto cauſe the entire Payment of the Tithes of Mills 
* to be made, and of Fiſbing, of Fur, of Wool, 
“ and of Bees; and that the Tithes of every thing 
<< ſhould be paid before the Charges made for the 
<« gathering of the Fruits ſhould be deducted.” And 
Cezletin the Third, in the Year 1195, eſtabliſhed, 
That they ſhould proceed with Excommunications 
to cauſe Payment to be made of Tithes not only 
« of Wine, Corn, Fruits of Trees, of Gardens, of 
Sheep, of Merchandize, of Soldiers Pay, of Hunt- 
6 ing, but alſo of Wind-Mills; all which are ex- 
<< preſſed in the Decretals of the Romiſb Popes : 
<«< But the Canoniſis have gone much farther, ſaying, 
ce that the Poor are obliged to pay Tithe, for that 
<« is given by Alms in begging at Doors; and that 
* Harlots are bound to pay Tithes of their Gain by 
* Whoredom, and of other Things, &c.” Behold 
the Foundation of ſuch a Common Law as this Au- 
thor lays Claim to! See a Treatiſe of Matters Bene- 


ficiary, in Folio, printed at London, Anno 1680, 


fol. 36. And a Tranſlation of the Same by Chr. 
Hayes, p. 113, 114. printed at London for Oliver 
Payne at the Bible in Round Court in the Strand. 
And Selden's Engliſh Works, fol. 1150. The Coun- 
cil of Lateran, held under Innocent the Third, Anno 
1215, confirming what had been before. 27þ:d. 
The Pope and Prieſts uſurping an unlimited Au- 
thority and Domination over the Reſt of Mankind, 
aſſum'd to themſelves a Legiſlature, and, by degrees 


impoſed their Laws upon the People, to which they 


were neither Parties nor Privies. The Pope and 
Prieſts themſelves fitting alſo in Judgment, by virtue 
of 
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of theſe Laws, in their own Courts and. Cauſes, 
where themſelves were, generally, to have. all the 
Advantage, ſo that what Determinations they made, 


and do make, is eaſily apprehended. 


Thoſe Canon Law-makers pretended that the 
Tithes which they impoſed upon the People, were 
due to God and holy Church, of divine Right, and 


. then called themſelves Holy Church, the Clergy, 


God's Portion or Heritage, excluſive of the Chriſtian 
People, who are properly the Church or Congrega- 
tion of Chriſt; and his true Miniſters, tho' part of 


his Church, are alſo Servants thereof for his Sake, 


and ſerve her freely in his Love, but are not her 
Maſters or Lords. 

But hear a modern Author on this Subject, where 
he faith, © This jus Divinum derived its Stream 
from the ſulphureous Fountain of the Canon Law, 
«© and was projected by the Canoniſts, in order to ex- 
<* clude the Temporal Law from intermedling with 
« what they called God's Portion, which tho' given 
„by Laymen | or rather confirm'd by Laymen, ] 


yet as they argue and plead, being once veſted in 


the Church, they could never be reſum'd, or ap- 
e ply'd-to any Lay Uſe, by any humane Law, or 
temporal Power whatſoever.” See Law of Tithes 
5p. 1%; ti - 

. And how contrary the Canon Law is to the Com- 
mon Law of the Kingdom, may be ſeen by a Letter 
of Thomas Cranmer Archbiſhop of Canterbury to 


Queen Mary. Fox's Ads and Monuments, Vol. 3. 


p. 563, &c. And in many Hiſtories and Books of 
Law, faith the Author of the Law of Tithes, p. 14. 
He ſays, p. 24. The Quakers are great Traders, 


will they be content that their Neighbours ſhall 


« ſerve themſelves with Goods out of their Shops 
D N and 


— 
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e and Warehouſes, and bid them go to the next 
'« Juſtices to ſet the Price on the Goods ſo taken ? ” 
How unreaſonable ſoever the Parſon may think this, 
et 'tis in effect commonly put in practice by ſome 
of his Brethren ; for when in Cities and great Towns 
the Parſon or his Officers have Power granted to 
make Diſtreſs for Rates in lieu of Tithes, they come 
into the QyakersShops and Warehouſes, and ſerve 
themſelves with Goods, which the Officers often 
value at one Third of the prime Coft, and ſometimes 
leſs; Inſtances enough of which were eaſy to pro- 
duce. In thoſe Caſes, the Quaber has indeed no 
Price at all for his Goods, he having never receiv'd 
one Farthing Conſideration from the Parſon, who 
does no Buſineſs for him; and it hath often been ad- 
judged in the King's Courts, when Prohibitions 
have been obtained againſt the Proceedings of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts, in Caſes of * Marriages, Bu- 
rials, Mortuaries, &c. that where nothing is done, 
nothing is due; and 'tis a known Maxim of Law, 
Ex nudo patto non Oritur Actio. | 
As to the Parſon's Complaint, p. 26, 27, and 3o, 
31. of the Partiality of the Juſtices, and Corruption 
of the Witneſſes, tho' to us it appears groundleſs, we 
ſhall only obſerve, That were it true, the Juſtices, 
and generally the Witneſſes, are of the Parſon's 
Hearers, and certainly ſuch a dangerous Corruption 
amongſt them, would be an Argument of the In- 


efficacy of his Miniſtry, and ſhew, that the Improve- 


ment of his Pariſhioners Morals bears no manner of 
proportion to the Pay he receives for his fruitleſs 
Preaching. =: | He 


8 


— 
— * — * 


* See Milton's Means to remove Hirelings. p. 22, 23. 
who brings in the Council of Trent, and Sir Henty Spel- 


man, condemning thoſe things as Exattions of double Pay, &c. 


n 


He tells us, p. 3 1. that © This laſt Statute (of 
ce Edu. VI.) wrought the deſired Effect, the treble 
© Damages and doubleDamages, with Coſts of Suit, 
*« cured the perverſe Will complained of and the 
* People from that Time conſidered Tithes as due 


© by the Law, and went on paying them, till the 


© new Sect of Qyakers aroſe, and pleaded Conſci- 


_ © ence againſt paying Tithes, due and accuſtomed. 


“ by Law.” . | 
As to his calling the QuAk ERS new See ; tis 
but a ſtale Objection formerly caſt on the Proteſtants 


by Papiſts, and on the Primitive Chriſtians by the 


Tews and Heathens, whoſe Anſwers thereto are alſo 
ours ; therefore we paſs that by, and proceed to ob- 
ſerve that he is taten in Point of Fact; for it = 
pears by the Hiſtory of the Interregnum, that, the 


Independent Preachers, having got into the Places of 


Pariſh Prieſts, apply'd to Parliament, that Tithes 
might be confirmed to them, and obtained an Or- 
dinance for that purpoſe on the 8th of November 


1644, which was before there were any People 


called Quakers, and there were about that Time 
ſeveral Inhabitants of the City of London, who gave 
to the then Lord Mayor ſubſtantial * Reaſons in 
writing for their refuſing to pay Tithes : So that 
there were many Perſons, who, notwithſtanding 
the Law, refuſed in point of Conſcience to pay 
Tithes, before the Name Quaker was known. 

As to his Obſervation p. 28. concerning the Reſt 
of his Pariſhioners refuſing to pay their Tithe in 


Kind, © when, /ays he, it is but putting on a broad 
| D 2 5 cc Hat 


See thoſe Reaſons in an Appendix 10 Anthony Pear- 


ſon's Great-Caſe of Tithes, Printed Anno 1730, and ſold 
at the Bible in George Yard, Lombard-ſtreet. 
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(28). 


« Hat and a ſhort Cravat, and they will be ſafe un- 
« der the Protection of this Bill in keeping the Tithes 
ce to themſelves.” "Tis meer Froth, and altogether 


unbecoming the Gravity of Religious Controverſy 


his Suggeſtion herein is but weak, and improbable, 


becauſe the eaſieſt Way of Recovering Tithe by Law, 


makes it amount to an heavier Charge than it would 
otherwiſe be, a neceſſary Coſt attending the D:/treſs, 
beſide the uſual Underſelling of the Goods fo taken: 
What Opinion muſt he have of his Pariſhioners Pru- 
dence, when he ſuppoſes them capable of putting on 
broad Hats and ſhort Cravats, for the fake of loading 
themſelves with an additional Charge ? And what 
muſt he think of their Conſcience, when he ſuppoſes 
them for the ſake of little, or no Advantage (or 
indeed a Diſadvantage). capable of changing their 
Pretenſions to Religion? We ſhall leave to his Pa- 


riſhioners the Payment of their Acknowledgments to 


their Parſon for theſe Reflections on their Wiſdom and 
Honeſty : However, as he ſeems in another Place to 
wiſh, (how ſincerely he beſt knows) that, , 4 Re- 


ſtriction muſt be, it might be general; and the Qua- 


ters have no Objection againſt its being ſo, that 
would at once prevent the pretended or imaginary 
Danger of ſuch a Revolt of his Pariſhioners. 
The - Parſon ſays of himſelf p. 25. that he has 
ce choſen always the new Method for his own fake, 
*« and his Neighbour's fake,” which ſhews, that 
he thinks the old Methods not practicable without 
Prejudice to both. He fays alſo p. 38. © That if 


the Law 1s permitted to ſtand as it does at pre- 


« ſent, there is great probability, that every wi/e 
te Clergyman for his own ſake, and every good Clergy- 
* man in compaſſion to his Neighbour the Quaker, 


will take the eaſy and cheap Method preſcribed 


"In 


(29) 


bs by the Acts of the 7th and 8th of King William, 75 
8 „ for the Recovery of his Dues. 7 
e | From this tis evident, that in his own Opinion, 9 
— none but fooliſh and evil Clergymen can chuſe the * 
>, hard and chargeable Methods complained of: Why Xt 
= then does he defire the Continuance of them? He vl 
d tells us p. 38. © If the Law is permitted to ſtand as * 

Ap * it does at preſent, the Qzakers will by Degrees ml 
: |}. come off from their unreaſonable Scruples.” He * 


- has before, p. 3 1. preſcribed treble Damages and 
k I double Damages, with Coſts of Suit, as a Remedy to 
y cure perverſe Will, and 'tis for the Good of the Qua- 
t Hers he would have thoſe wholeſome Severities conti- 
s | nued to bring them off from their Scruples ; or, in 
r || other Words, to terrifie them from the Exerciſe of 
r | their Conſcrences. Tis plain, he eſteems thoſe Se- 
- verities, which no wiſe or good Clergyman will uſe, 
2 -|- neceſlary to reform the Qyakers, and conſequently 
1 | Hhasaſlign'd to the fooliſb and evi] Clergymen alone 
TS the Work of their Converſion ; nor does he doubt, 
burt that if the Law ſtands as it does, his Church 


— — — 
K 


— — : ä — — 
—— — —— AAP — 


E 
r ä on cac nu mah. ro 


* will produce Phyſicians enough of that Sort to com- 

1 pleat the Cure; but ſurely every conſcientious Man 
f will join with me in this Prayer, FRom such 
| DocTors Goop LORD DELIVER Us. 1 

As to the Parſon's Plea of PropeRTY, tho by a 
*. former Anſwer, tis prov'd, that Tithes were like 


other Uſurpations which grew in the Times of 
Darkneſs, thro the Craft of a mercenary Clergy, and 
the Superſtition of a blind deluded Laity; and that 
as Peter-pence, Dane Gelt, and the Subſidy of the 
Ninth Lamb, &c. being Burdens upon the People, 
were releaſed by Parliament, without laying the 
Subject, from the Length of the Continuance ofany 
of them, under a perpetual Tax on thoſe Accounts 
| and 
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and that Tithes,” by a parity of Reaſon, ſtand liable 


to Parliamentary Regulttzens "NEL the Parſon's 


Pretences to Property therein ſeem to require a par- 
ticular Ammadverſion. 

He tells us p. 22. © I have a Birthright in the 
* Law, and in having all Queſtions relating to my 


* Pro perty determined in the Methods of Juſtice 


*« uſed in this Kingdom. And p. 24. When the 
* 2unker has poſſeſſed himſelf, contrary to Law 
* and good Conſcience, of my Property, and queries, 

Is there any other Property in the Kingdom in 


cc 


the ſame caſe? And in page 32, ſays, This Bill 


* will puniſh the Parſon that is defrauded, and will 
<« encourage and ſupport the Quader in ſetting up a 
Right upon the Plea of Conſcience to another 
„Man's Eſtate; And wiſhes the Qyabers Con- 
ſeience could be examined in this Point; and then 


cc 


interrogates the Qyater, whether he booghs the 


Tithes or hired them, and concludes p. 33. © If he 
«© cannot ſay that he either bought or Hired the 
e Tithe (and he can ſay neither) what Title has he 
eto it? He poſſeſſes himſelf of it, and cannot 
ce poſſibly ſhew any Right to it; and therefore 
there muſt needs be another Owner who has a 
* juſt Right to it ; but the Qzaker, it ſeems, can- 
« not in Conſcience part with it; . e. he cannot in 
Conſcience permit his Neighbour to have and 
* enjoy his own Property. And adds, that To ſe- 
cure Property is one main End of Government. 
And concei des, that This is the only Inſtance of 
an Application to any Government in the known 
World, to countenance an Opinion deſtructive 
to the Property of any of the Subjects.” 

To which we reply; That, as to his Birthrigbt 
in the Law to Tithes, tis an empty Pretence, un- 


leſs 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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63) 
leſs he had been born a Clergyman; for he has no 
Claim to Tithes but as being one of that Order; 
and conſequently if it be true, what he ſays, p. 23. 
that he claims them not .as peculiar to the Clergy, he 
can have no Claim to them at all; ſeeing the Cler- 
oy only (except Inbropriators, whoſe Claim he 
don't pretend to juſtifie) can pretend, as the Law 
now ſtands, any,Claim to Tithes : But the Parſon, 
not knowing where to fix any real Property he has, 
talks ambiguouſly, firſt of his B:rthright, where 
none is, and then of his Rzght by Law, which Law 
poſſibly may impower him to claim what he has no 
other Right to. | II 
As to his Pretence of PRoPeERTY, let us invert his 
own Queries upon himſelf, 472. Let us aſk him, 
Whether he paid any Conſideration to the Land 
Owner or the Farmer? If he did not, how came. 
he by them? And if he cannot ſay he either bought 
or hired the Tithes, (and he can ſay neither) what 
Title has he to"them ? He poſſeſſes himſelf of that 
which he cannot ſhew any Title to, and then, b 
his own Conſequence, there muſt needs be another 
Owner, which is the Qyaker, (who has doubtleſs a 
Natural Right, to the Produce of his own Land, 
his own Seed, and his own Labour) who never ſold 
the Parſon his Right, nor gave it him, nor has he 
done any thing for the Qzaker to entitle him to the 
- Tithe as Wages. | 

As to the Law or THF Lan, the Parſon's grand 
Pillar, it is in this Caſe grounded on an wntrue 
Preſumption, and therefore is not binding on the 
Conſcience: The Preſumption the Law goes upon, 
is, that Jithes are due to God and Holy Church: The 
very fame Topick the Curch of Rome made Uſe of 
to induce the Payment of them. 


Nor 


"Try" 


Nor is this all, The Law which now compels the 
Payment of Tithes, is repugnant to the Law of 
God, ſeeing the Levitical Law, of which Tithes 
were a Part, is abrogated by the Law of God: 'Tis 
alſo contrary to the Prieſthood of Chriſt, who is 
the Head of the Church, and hath no where com- 
manded the Payment of them, but ordained ano- 
ther kind of Maintenance for his Miniſters, to wit, 
a voluntary Contribution to their Neceſſities from thoſe 
who recerve them and their Miniſtry. The Law 
therefore in this Caſe is not binding upon the Con- 
ſcience; for tho' we are under Obligation to ſuch 
| Laws of Men, as are agreeable to the Holy Scrip- 
| tures, yet we are under no Obligation to thoſe which 
I are directly repugnant thereto: For as the Author 
of that old Law Book, intituled, The Dialogue in 
Engliſh, between a Doctor in Divinity and a Stu- 
dent in the Laws of England, faith, 

« * All lawes made by man which be not 
* contrary to the lawe of God muſt be obſerved and 
15 3 kept. Again, 

If © + Lawes of man not contrarye to the lawe of 
bit |. “ God, nor to the lawe of reaſon, muſte be ob- 
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ſerved in the lawe of the ſoule.” But, 

| If any lawe made by man, binde any 

Wi © fon to any thing that is againſt the ſaid lawes, it Is 1 
1 e no lawe, but a corruption and a manifeſt errour.” “ 
8 Again, ** Where the lawe of man 1s in it ſelf 

« directly againſt the lawe of reaſon or els the lawe 

| of God, and then properlye i at cannot bee called a 


« lawe but a corruption. 


K 


A 


A 


Rd 


3 2 
— 
—— 


Laſtly, 


— 
——O_ 


* Dialogue. 1. Chap. 25. + Tbid. Chap. 4. 
id. Chap. 19. ** Dial. 2. Chap. 15. 
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Laſtly, * * Every mans lawe muſte bee conſo- 
*© nant to the lawe of God: And therefore the 
** lawes of princes, the commaundementes of pre- 
© lates, the ſtatutes of comminalties, ne yet the 
« ordinaunce of the Church is not righteous nor 
© obligatory, but it bee conſonant to the lawe of 
. 

so that the Law of God being always j uſt and 
righteous, is the Root and Foundation, Rule and 
Standard of all good Laws made. by Man ; and 
ſuperſedes all Obligation to humane Laws that are 
not agreeable to the Divine. 
Biſhop Jaylar ſaith, + When divine and hu- 


© mane Las are oppos d, theſe muſt always yield 


© to thoſe; and without diſpute God is to be 


obe ed rather than Man; and altho' we muſt 


© obey Man for God, we muſt never obey Man 


<* againſt God, and therefore it was excellently 
counſell'd by Ben-SiIRACH, Let not the Reverence 
** of any Man cauſe thee to ſin.” 

In another place of the fame Book, he faith, 
© | A Law that is founded upona falſe Preſumption, 
*© does not oblige the Conſcience.” 

So the aforeſaid Author of the Dialogue faith, 
Where the Law is grounded upon a Preſumpti- 
«© on, if the Preſumption be untrue, then the Law 
is not to be holden in Conſcience.” 

Now the Laweof Man, which hath diſpos'd of 
Tithes to the Clergy, ſo called, is not oo directly 
repugnant to the Law of God, but alſo grounded 


E upon 


2 * * lt ad. 2 — * 


* Dial. 1. Chap. 4. f Ductor Dubit. Book 3. 8 I. 
Rule 1. No. 42. P. 443. bid. Book 3. Ch. 
Rule 3. in the Title. 
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upon an untrue Preſiumption, and therefore does not 
oblige the Conſcience. 

The Apoſtles, and primitive Christin did not 
receive Temporal things of thoſe to whom they did 
not adminiſten Spiritual Things; much leſs did they 
ExAcr Contributions from thoſe whom they ac- 
counted Hereticks or Schiſmaticks. 

A certain Author, not ignorant of AnTiQurTY, 
and no Qyaker, puts the following Queſtions : 

« Whether any Heathen did pay Tithes to 
0 Chriſtian Miniſters under the firſt Chriſtian Em- 
© perors ? 

% Whether Excommunicate, (who were to be 
as Heathen) or Catechumeni, or only ae ac- 
* knowledged Believers ? 

Whether Schi/maticks, and ſuch as did reds 
from General Aſſemblies, Sc. did pay them? 
He anſwers in the Negative: Nor indeed, 
ſays he, could there be any Equity in it, that be- 
cauſe the Labourer was worthy of his Hire, that 
therefore thoſe who never hired him ſhould pay 
« him:” He fays farther, ſpeaking of thoſe Times, 
* That in' one City you might have found an Ari 
an, a Novatian, and an Orthodox Clergy, yea, 
a Fewiſh Synagogue, and an Heathen Temple, 
all maintained by Voluntary Contribution,” 

But to the Scandal of the Reformation, their 
Church and Miniſtry, the Clergy of the Church of 
England do EXACT a Maintenance from ſuch whom 


they 
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* See a Book intituled. A Light ſhining out of Dark- 
nets, or Occaſional Queries ſubmitted 0 the Judgment of 
ſuch as would enquire into the true Slale of Things in our 
Times: By H. Stubbe of Ch. Ch. Oxon. 3d Edit. p. 


161, 162. Sold at the Bible iz George-Yard, Lombard 
Street. | | 
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they account Hereticks and Sebi — cks, and of 
ſome to whom they deny, what they call, Chri/tian 
Burial, and even of Jews (and hw amongſt theſc 
do ſometimes chuſe their principal CHURcH OFpF1- 
eg viz. the Church Wardens, or HEccleſiæ Guardi- 
 Guateicas of the Church) which has cauſed 
ni hard Speeches to be taken up (tho juſtly) 
againſt them out of the Prophets, as ſuch who are 
every one looking for his Gain from his Quarter, a, 
Ivi. 11. as regarding more the Fleece than the Flock, 
and ſcattering and deſtroying the Sheep, and feeding 
themſehves and not the Flock, Jer. xxiil. 1, 2. Ezek. 
xxxiv. 3, 8. and as ſuch who bite with their Teeth, 
and cry Peace, and he that putteth not into their 
Mouths, they even prepare War againſi bim, Micah 
iii. 5. And ſo far are they from following the meck 
Example of Chriſt, who declared, that his King- 
dom is not of this World, John xviii. 36. or his 
Doctrine, who ſpeaking concerning the Rulers of 
the Gentiles, who exerciſed Lordſhip over them, 
ſays, But it ſhall not be ſo among you, Mark x. 42, 
43. or the Advice of the Apoſtle, not to fake the 
Over fight for filthy Lucre, neither to be as Lords over 
God's Heritage, 1 Pet. v. 2, 3. that as true Sons of 
their Mother, the Church of Rome, thro' whom 


they derive their Succeſſion, who claimed a Right to 


both the Temporal and Spiritual Sword, they are 


graſping after Dominion and Power, and + Go- 


vernment of States and Kingdoms, and oblige ſuch 
0 HR; Who 


— — 


* What Puniſhment ſhall _ del on the Jew that re- 
fuſes the Office ? Shall he be excommunicated out of the 
Church of which he never was a Member? 


T See the Codex. Al/o Chamberlayn 8 FIG State 2 of 


England, 


* . 
San * — * 


I Nr 
— — 


TWwF 


who diſſent from them, to maintain them, and after 


the Example of that Church, oppreſs ſuch who 
will not comply with their unreaſonable De- 
mands, and have aſſumed to themſelves the Name 
of the + Clergy, as tho' they were only God's Lot 
or Heritage; and of the“ Church, as tho the People 
were not the Church as well as they. 

In order then to the clearing up this Point of 
PRoPERTY, the following Queries are meet to be 
confidered, 

IJ. Whether the || Primitive Chriſtians (for tis 
plain by Scripture how. Chriſt and his Diſciples ſub- 
ſiſted, Luke viii. 3. and that the Apoſtles and Be- 
lievers afterward lived in common, Acts ii. 44. and 
iv. 32.) before the Doctrine of Tithes was preached 
up, which was about the Year 400, did claim any 
Property in Church Goods? Or when they were 
preached up, from the Example of the Jewiſb 
Church, whether thoſe who received them, did not 
hold them as a free Giſt and pure Alms ? And whe- 
ther they were not diſtributed by the Biſhop and his 
OEconomys or Steward, out of the general Treaſur 
or common Barn, according to the Neceſſity of the 
Clergy, for a Supply of Food and Raiment only, 
they retaining nothing to their private Uſe or Pro- 


perty, 


+ See the Original Greek of 1 Pet. v. 3. and Beza's 
Tranſlation. | 

* See a Syſtem of Engliſh Eccleſiaſtical Laws, p. 15. 
zo here to this Query, What is here meant by the Church 
of England? 'i, anſwerd, All Eccleſiaſtical Perſons 
within the Realm, their Poſſeſſions and Goods. 

OF this fee more in Anthony Pearſon's Great Caſe of 
Tithes, p. 3, 6, 7, 8, 9. Author of Light ſhining out of 
Darkneſs, p. 160. Selden's Hiſtory of Tithes, Cap. 4, p. 
36, 37. Cap. 6. p. 80, 81. 


perty, and the Reſt given to the Poor, and for other 
publick and Religious Uſes, as Building and Re- 
pairing Houſes for Worſhip, Sc.? 


I Whether.the firſt Reformern alfa 


count or eſteem them as pure Alms, and that they 


might be with-held, if the Clergy did not their 
Duty ? Or how otherwiſe they did account of them? 
III. Whether as appointed by the Laws of 


Princes and States, (whoſe Right for ſo doing is alſo 


to be conſidered) they are any Property to the Clergy, 
or only a Stipend or Salary for ſomething done, or 


| ſuppoſed to be done; ſo that they cannot alienate 


or diſpoſe of them, but the Right is in the State, &c? 


In Anſiver to the firſt Query, we ſhall endeavour 
to prove from the Practice of the Primitive Church, 
both before Tithes were introduced, and when 
Tithes were firſt brought in, that thoſe Early Be- 
lievers did not claim a Property in Church Goods, 
or in Tithes ſo introduced, or ever exact them of 
ſuch as were unwilling to yield them. 

The Author of A Light ſhining out of Darkneſs, 
&c. brings a Quotation out of Antonius de Dominis, 
Biſhop of Spoletto, de Repub. Eccleſi lib. g. who 
quotes Tertullian in Apolog. c. 39. * ſaying, © Every 
one once a Month, or as he pleaſeth, or is able, 
“ doth give Alms, for none is compelled, but each 
<« gives of his own accord.” And the faid Author 
farther obſerves that, © After the Monthly Allot- 
ment of the Officiating Clergy, and other chari- 


table Works, were defrayed, the remaining Sum 


% Was 


* Ses the Quotation in Selden, p. 37 Neque pretio ulla 
res Dei conſtat, Sc. i. e. Neither do the Things of God 
coſt any Price, &cc. | 
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(36) 
* was depoſited in a Cheſt, for the Help of the 
“ Poor upon any Emergency; as the aforeſaid 
Tertullian doth tell us p. 2 52, 253. And Origen, 
in Homil. 15. on Leviticus, ſays, But let us 

e quickly apply theſe Things to our ſelves, who are 
prohibited by the Law of Chriſt, if we have any 
e Regard thereto, to have Poſſeſſions in the Country, 
e or Houſes in the City——If we have Food and 
% Raiment, let us be content, p. 255.” 

And Hierom. Epiſt. 2. ad Nepat. who alſo accord- 
ing to the Belief of thoſe Times, reſpecting the 


voluntary Poverty of the Clergy, fas, © a6* 2 


ͤäLTLevite and Prieſt do I live of the Tenths, and 
** ſerving at the Altar I am ſupplied by the Oblati- 
* ons of the Altar, having Food, and having 
* Clothes, I will be content therewith, and naked 
follow the naked Croſs; and I beſeech you, (wri- 
ting to Nepotianus a | Clergyman) and by a re- 

N nen 


—— _—_— 2 * 


2 — 


* 7 hat the above Quotation need not ; be underſtood a as 
literally true, but as a Compariſon or Alluſion, viz, That as 
the Levites lived of the Tithe, and of the Altar; jo he, be- 
ing given up io the Service of the Church, lived upon what 
was given to the Supply of the Church, and according lo 
1 Tim. vi. 8. having Food and Raiment was therewith 
content. See Selden's Hiſtory of Tithes, p. 47. 

Si ego pars domini Sum, et funiculus hæreditatis ejus, 
nec accipio partem inter cæteras tribus, Sed quaſi Levita 
et Sacerdos vivo de decimis, et altari Serviens altaris ob- 
latione Suſtentor, habens victum et veſtitum, his con- 
tentus ero, et nudam crucem nudus Sequar. 

If I am the Lord's Part, and a Branch of his Inheritance, 
and reeeive no Share among the reſt of the Tribes, but live 
like as a Levite, and as a Prieſt, of the Tithes, and ſerving 
at the Altar am ſuſtained by the Offerings of the Alter, 


Having Hood and Raiment, with theſe I will be _— and 


naked follow the naked Croſs, 
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( 39 ) 


e | doubled Enforcement warn you, that you would 
d |! < not transform your Spiritual Warfare into a Car- 
> | © nal one, nor imagine your felt in the Clergy as if 
8 ; 6 you Were in an Army 3 look not for Spoils in theſe 
> | < Conflicts, nor yet more than you brought with 
7 | < you, when you firſt came to the Clergy, leſt it 
» | © be faid to you, Their Lot ſhall not profit them, 
i | < [Cleri eorum non proderunt eis.] Hierom. 12, 13. 

Pp. 255, 250. Ws Nt WY 
- And Chry/o/tom Homil. 15. in 1 Tim. avoweth it 
- ' boldly, that the Rulers of the Church ought to 
t | have nothing but Food and Raiment.” ibid. 2.57. 
[ And in the 4th Council of Carthage, cap. 51, 52, 
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o 


— — = — 7 A —— Ih _ . = 5 — 
a n — 5 > SR. gn. GS 1 — — 
8 — = — S ps oe Bree — Ir erat rg egy” —' » - . > 
. nyo. haloes oat tions Gta de =. me E — Fd K > = 
22 EY — — — — - 


- 53. it is ordained," © Let every Clergyman get his 
Livelihood by fome Arxtifice or Huſbandry, with- 
l | © out Prejudice to his Calling. And Let every 
„ Clergyman, tho' learned in the Word of God, 
| « have ſome Artifice or Handicraft.: And Let 
| ' < all Clergymen, that are able to labour, learn 
| « ſome petty Handicrafts.” p. 257. - 
3 Alſo, Cyrilof Alexandria, diſcanting upon that 
| Paſſage, Gen. xiv. 23. Cyril. de Adorat, in Spiritu 
& Veritate. lib. 4. ad ſinem. Tho' (faith he) the 
' © holy Teachers do war in behalf of 'periſhing 
i « Mankind, tho' they undergo an Infinity of Pains, 
e yet they do not take any Thing from the Men of 
© the World, nor do they heap up to themſelves 
« Riches, whereby they decline that invidious Ex- 
<« probation, to which - elſe they would be liable, 
« Say not that I have enriched Abraham; they only 
receive their Suſtenance of thoſe, whom they have 
e benefited, for the Labourer is worthy.of bis Hire, 
« and it is Chriſt's Command, that he who teaches 
<« the Goſpel, ſhould live thereby.” p. 251, 252. 
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(49) 

Alſo Proſper de vita contemp. lib. 2. cap. 14. in 
Concil Aquiſgran. cap. 111. © They do live of the 
Goff 1 who will be Proprietors of nothing, who 
* neither have, nor deſire to have any thing, not 
s poſleſſing their own, but the common Goods.” 

251, 
a And i in p. 167. the faid * e brings in Au- 
guſtine, ſpeaking of Church Lands attributed to his 
Biſhoprick, who faith, Noſtis enim, Fratres, quia 
ville ifte non ſunt Auguſtini : : 5. e. Ye know, Bre- 
thren, that thoſe Farms are not Auguſtine's, Aug. 
Tract. 6. in Johan. 

Alſo Ambroſe, Biſhop of Millain, Epiſt. 3 2. faith, 
« Agros Ecclehe fi deſiderat Imperator, pareftatem 
« habet dindicandorum, nemo noſtrum interventt ; 
< poteſt pauperibus Collatio popult redundare. Non 
e facient de Agris invidiam; tollant eos fi libitum eſt: 
< 7. e. If the Emperor hath a mind to Church Lands, 
% he hath Power to take them, there is none of us 
e interpoſeth, the Poor may be ſufficiently main- 
<* tained by popular Collections; let them not create 
us Envy by talking of thoſe Lands, but let them 
<« take them away if they pleaſe.” p. 168. 

And in p. 169. © Would you know whoſe Uſe 
they are for? When he tells you, that if they be 
« taken away, the Poor may be ſupplied by popu- 
e lar Collections, you cannot doubt but the Lands 
« were for their Vt, or if you can, the fame Au- 
<« thor, Epiſt. 31. will inform you directly, Po. 
* Jeſſio Ecclefie eft ſumptus Egenorum, i. e. What 
the Church poſſeſſeth is for the Maintenance of 
ce the Poor.” 

We ſhall conclude the Quotations from the Fa- 
thers (fo called) of the Church, with two remark- 
able ones quoted by John Hus, Fox s Ads and Mo- 


numents, 


c 


(41) 
numents, Vol. 1. p. 528. Col. 2. He cites Auguſtine 
faying, © If we do poſſeſs any thing privately 
ce which doth ſuffice us, they are not ours, but the 
© Goods of the Poor, whoſe Stewards we are, ex- 
ce cept we do challenge to our ſelves a * Property 
ce by ſome DAMNABLE UsURPATION.” 
He cites Bernard thus, © Truly the Goods of 
the Church are the Patrimony of the Poor, and 
te whatſoever thing the Miniſters and Stewards of 


<> 


fv 


© the fame, not Lords or Poſſeſſors, do take to 


* themſelves, more than ſufficient for a competent 
ä Living, 


* ͤ— — 


* Pather Paul in his Hiſtory of Eccleſiaſtical Revenues, 
their Riſe, &c. ſays, p. 240, All the Fathers, who 
& have writ before the Diviſion was made of the Goods 
“ of the Church into four Parts, have all agreed that 
c they belonged to the Poor, and that the Eccleſiaſtick 
«« Miniſter had no other Right in them, but to manage, 
direct and diſpenſe, according to thoſe Neceſſities, 
« treating as Robbers and Sacrilegious Perſons thoſe 
„ Miniſters, who applied thole Eſtates to any other 
« Purpoſe than the Deſign of their Inſtitution: And p. 
«© 241. Among thole hers who have writ ſince the 
«© Diviſion, St. Gregory, who lived ſomething more than 
« 100 Years after, and St. Bernard, who lived about 
« 800 Years after him, inveigh loudly againſt thoſe 
«© who make an ill Uſe of the Revenues of Benefices, as 
« Uſurpers of the publick Goods, and Murderers of the 
© Poor, whom they ought to feed.“ 

And the Notes from the French Verſion, quote Gregory's 
Words thus, „Cum nos neceſſaria indigentibus mini- 
ce ſtramus, Sua illis reddimus, juſtitiæque potius debi- 
« tum, quam miſericordiæ opus implemus, hat is, 
When we adminiſter Neceſſaries to the Poor, we return them 
their own, and we rather pay a Debt of Fuſtice, than do a 
Work of Mercy. And p. 242, This has been the 
„ Language of all the Doctors, and Writers cn this 
«© Subject, until the Year 1250." 


6 


Living, the ſame is taken away from the Poor by 
6 21 SACRILEGIOUS CRUELTY.” 
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In Anſwer to the ſecond Query, we ſhall endea- 
vour to make it appear, that the ft Reformers did 
account them as pure Alms. The above mentioned 
Author of A Light out of Darkneſs, p. 162. faith, 
„ The Bohemians (being deſcended from the Wal- 
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e denſes) did profeſs, that Prieſts ought to be poor, 
and to be content with Alms alone: So faith 
* OEneas Sylvius in his Bohemian Hiſtory, as cited 
by Bp. Uſher de Chriſt. Eccleſ. Succeſſ. cap. 6. p. 
cc 1 bays ; - © 3 
11 K alſo an Article of John Wickliffe, p. 496. 
Vol. 1. Fox's Acts and Monuments, Artic. 17. 
That Tenths are pure Alms, and that the Pa- | 
« riſhioners may for the Offence or Neglect of their | 
« Curates, detain and keep them back, and beſtow 
* them upon others, at their own Will and Plea- | 
% ſure.” And inp. 510, is more of the like nature. 


And John Hus, in Defence of the ſaid Article, 
Vol. 1. p. 520, to 524, proveth, That they may be 
taken away: And p. 526, to 529, ibid. under the 
Title of Tithes pure Alms, to the End of that Di- 
courſe, he proveth, that the Clergy are not Lords and | 
Poſſeſſors of Tithes, and other Eccleſiaſtical Goods, but 
Stewards only; and that after the Neceſſities of the | 
Clergy, viz. Food and Raiment, are once ſatisfied, 
the Reſt ought to be tranſported to the Poor : And |} 
that the Clergy are Thieves and Robbers, and ſacrile- | 
gious Perſons, if they do abuſe the ſame, and by God's | 
muſt Fudgment, except they vwepent, to be condemned: | 
And to the fame Purpoſe he produces many Teſti- | 
- monies of thoſe called Fathers, by which the Reader 
may farther confirm his Judgment concerning the 
Practice of the primitive Church. | The 


rc ˖7C7˖r˖7˖7r˖rCrrcrr 
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N 
The ſame is alſo aſſerted by William Swinderby in 
his Anſwers to the Articles exhibited againſt him, 


p. 533, 534, 538. and by Walter Brute, p. 552, 


553, to whoſe Reaſons againſt Tithes under the 
Goſpel, worthy of particular Obſervation, we refer 
our Reader. PF | bo | 
Alſo William Thorp in his Examination, hid. p. 
611, faith, © That any Prieſt if he conform 


© him not to follow Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, in 


*« willful Poverty and other heavenly Virtues, and 
eſpecially in preaching God's Word——— the 
Work of every Prieſt in ſuch an one wanteth. 
<< This Sentence, ſaith he, approveth Auguſtine, 
«© Gregory, Chryſoſtom and Lincoln.“ He alſo faith 
in Anſwer to the Archbiſhop, That if Prieſts 
<< lived virtuouſly, and taught buſily and truly the 
«© Word of God, by Example of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles - the People would give them ſufficient 


Livelode.“ And, upon a Clerk's Queſtion, 
© How the People would give the Prieſts freely, 


when by the Law they could ſcarce conſtrain 
them to it?” He anſwereth, © That the Prieſts 


<< ought to have no more but a bare Living, and to 


<< depart the Reſidue to the poor Men and Women, 
but the poor and needy People, ſays he, are 
<« forſaken, and left of Prieſts, to be maintained by 
the Pariſhioners, as if the Prieſts took nothing 
of the Pariſhioners to help the People with, and 
thus, Sir, into over great Charges of the Pariſhio- 
* ners, they pay their temporal Goods twice, where 
once might ſuffice, if Prieſts were true Diſpenſa- 
tors. And farther ſays, Where Pariſhioners pay 
their Goods to Prieſts who do not their Office 
« —they are Partners of their Sin.“ And p. 612, 
he continues the Argument, and after having prov'd 
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(44 ) 


thro' the Change of the Prieſthood the Neceſlity of 
the Change of the Law, in anſwer to the Archbi- 
ſhop, who ſaid, *© This is the Learning of them all 
e dhe rede ver they come and they may be ſuffered, they 
* enforce to impugn the Freedam of Holy Church.” 
Thorp replies, Why call ye Tithes, which Prieſts 
* chillbage now wronetully, the F reedom of Holy 
* Church, ſince neither Chriſt nor his Apoſtles 
« took ſuch Duties: Therefore ſuch Things ought 
ce to be called and holden the ander ois Coverouſneſs 
te of the Men of the Church.” Thus much of 
Milliam Thorp, whom Fox ſtiles A valiant, Warrior 
under the Banner of Chriſt, &c. and aſſiſted by the 
Lord's mighty Spirit and Grace ſpeaking 1 in his Mouth, 


according to his Promije, Luke xxi. 


We ſhall now proceed to the third Query, re- 
ſpecting the Appointment of Princes and States, &c. 
In Anfwer whereto, the * Author before quoted, 


ſpeaking of Church Lands given by the Emperors, 


and the Benevolence of well diſpoſed Chriftians, to 
the ſeveral Churches, and who was the Proprietor, 
upon the before cited Paſſage out of Ambroſe, ſays, 
And would you know who is in his (Ambroſe s) 
" Judgment, the Proprietor of them, He anſivers, 
<« It is the Emperor, he hath Power to take them 
* away.” And in p. 165, 166, the fame Author 
fays, © In England after the Refo: mation, neither 
King Edward the 6th, nor Queen Elizabeth, own 
* the Divine or Moral Right of Tithes, but deny 
*© the Clergy to have any Propriety in them, and 
vat they receive beyond neceſſary — is by 
them both adjudged to the P Poor, —and they 


0 both 


— Light ſhining out of Darkneſs. 
＋ See a0 15 Rich, II. cap. 12, and 4 of Hen. IV. cap. 12. 


e | 
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e both declare, that the Goods of the Church are 
called the Goods of the Poor.” Injuntion of King 
Edward, Sect. 18. of Elizabeth, Se&. 15. And ac- 
cordingly as fuch they might regulate them with 
out Violation of Property, as they did: The Clergy 
being, as be ſays, p. 167, No Proprietors but 
<«« Stewards. And in the ſame Page he ſays, This 
“ Saying of theirs, that the Goods of the Church 
{© are the Goods of the Poor, which is to be under- 
<« ſtood indefinitely of Tithes, Glebelands, and 
< Offerings, puts me in mind of a new Queſtion, 
« viz. Whoſe is the Property of Church Goods? That 
<< private Perſons, now poſſeſſed of them, are not the 
* Proprietors is clear; ſince they cannot alienate or 


5 diſpoſe of them as they will.” And concludes, p. 


167, 168. That as the Pope, with the Conſent of the 
Lateran Council, did declare himſelf “ Proprietor, 
as he is Pope pro tempore, &c. ſo our ſupreme Ma- 
giſtrate, as veſted with that Power by King Henry 
the 8th, is Proprietor of them, and has the plenary 
Diſpoſition of Go. And certainly if the Pope's 
Claim had been good, and ſuch a Conveyance good, 

the 


| *Furber Paul, in bis Diſcourſe of Beneficiary Matters, 


or Hiſtory of Eccleſiaſtical Revenues, heir Riſe, Progreſs, 
&c, in anſwer hereto, ſays, p. 74, 75. St. Thomas 
« refutes this Opinion in ſaying, That the Pope may indeed 
« becalled the principal Diſpenſer of ail Benefices, but in no 
« ſort either the Lord, Owner, or Poſſeſſor, of 1m 
Aud farther ſays, ** That the ſame Cardinal, Cajetan | 
&* and Pope Adrian VI. agree, That the Propriety of all 
*© Goods belong to the Church, that is, 10 the whole Com- 


<< munity of the Faithful in that Place to whom they were 


* 


„ left : So that the tbr rag. of the Goods of the Roman 
« Church belongs really to the whole Body of the Roman 


— 
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the Inference he makes were very natural. The 
ſame Author, p. 186. brings in David Pareus, a 

reformed Divine of Heidelberg, in his Comment 
on Gen. xxvili. 22. where he denies any Divine or 
Moral Right to Tithes under the Goſpel by the 
Example of the Law, ſaying, © That when the 
&« Levitical Prieſthood did ceaſe, then did the 
<« Right of that Prieſthood ceaſe.” See his Reaſons, 
who argues after the ſame manner, that if the 
« Emperors, Sc. have beſtowed upon any 
«© Churches the Tenth for the Maintenance of the 
Clergy, then it is not by a Divine but Humane 
Right—And therefore if the Clergy do not diſ- 
charge their Duty in teaching the Churches under 
them, but degenerate into idle and wanton Per- 
ſons, as we ſee now a-days, then even by the 
Laws of Men they loſe all Right to Tithes—for 
when the Office ceaſeth, the Benefit alſo ceaſeth.” 


p. 188. Where is then the Clergies Property in 
Tithes ? 


A 
* 


The next Thing then to be conſider'd is, How 


the State in England came to admit ſuch a Mainte- 
nance as Tithes to the Clergy ? | 


I. Whether it was under a Religious, or Poli- 
tical Conſideration # _ 

II. Whether this Maintenance was for a Popiſb 
Prieſthood, or a Proteſtant Minittry ? 

III. If for a Popiſb Prieſthood, How came the 
Proteſtant Miniſters poſſeſs' d of them, and by wha 
Right ? | 

IV. Whether if Proteſtants ſucceeded to them, 
not by any Grant or Conveyance from the Papiſts, 
by what other Right they could obtain them, and 
other Donations and Revenues; they being appointed 


to 


(47) 
to particular Perſons for * particular Services, ſome 
of which the Proteſtants did not, nor yet do? 

V. Whether the Right the Papiſts held them 
by, was a ſufficient Ground for the Proteſtants, the 
firſt Proteſtants generally declaring the Church of 
Rome to be Antichriſtian? 


VI. Whether, if Proteſtants plead their Right 


by the Laws which were made for Papiſts, as they 

did, and do, the Preſbyterians and Independents 
(upon our Opponent's own Suppoſition, not Ours, 
of the Laws of Men giving a Right) had notat leaſt 
as good a Right? Or whether any other Body of 
Men, may not, (having the Power) do the fame 
Thing they both have done ? : 


To the firſt Qyery we anſwer, The State granted 
Tithes under a Religious Con/ideration ;, for in the 
Preamble to the Act of the 27th of Hen. VIII. cap. 
20. it is declared, that Tithes were due to God and 
Holy Church, and upon this Foundation, and no 
other, (viz. of former ſuperſtitious Donations) were 
they granted, as appears by 32 Hen. VIII. cap. 7. 
where they are ſtil'd Eccleſiaſtical or Spiritual Pro- 
fits, and made only recoverable 1n Spiritual Courts, 
except in particular Cafes; and therefore the pre- 
tence of a Claim by tHe Law of the Land is a meer 
Evaſion, for that Law only ſuppoſes them due by 


the 


— ———— 


* Father Paul above quoted, p. 245, ſays © As tothe 
«« Revenues whach are founded upon Wills, or fome other 
“ Original Ri , 4 or Inſtitution, and dedicated to ſome pions 
e, for any Man to convert them to his cwn, or io any 
c other Secular Uſe, is in my Opinion, an Abuſe, which 
« may plainly be called an Invaſion of another Man's Pro- 
es perty.”? 
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the Law of God, and a Divine Right, and there- 
fore as ſuch, * ſecures and enforces the Payment of 
them: But if, as is now generally allow'd, they 
are not due by Divine Right, the Law which en- 
forces the Payment of them on that Account, muſt 
be of none Effect, for 'tis a known Maxim in Law, 
Ceſſante ratione legis, ceſſat Lex: The Reaſon of the 


Law ceaſing, the Law it ſelf alſo ceaſes. See more 


of this kind in Anthony Pearſon's Great Caſe of 
Tithes, p. 37, 38, 39, &c. | 


To the ſecond Query, we ſay, That Tithes were 
appointed by Law for a Popiſb Prieſthood, which is 
proved by the Act of the 27th of Hen. VIII. en- 
forcing them being prior to the Act of the Six Ar- 
ticles, in the 3 Iſt of Hen. VIII. enjoyning the very 
darkeſt Points of Popery. And as to the Diſtinction 
between a Popiſb Prieſthood and and a Proteſtant 
Miniſtry, take what a certain + Author ſays to ſuch 

who plead that Tithes are payable to Prieſts : ** If, 
„ /ays he, becauſe Melchizedeck received them as a 
« Prieſt, therefore Prieſts are to receive them; what 
ce is that to them who are no Prieſts ? For that there 
«© is a Prieſthood under the Goſpel, is a Diſcovery, 
1 N | which 


1 , — 


* The Law in a general way creates no Right, but pre- 
ſerves and ſecures that Right which ariſes ſorpe other way ; 
and that this is the Caſe here, ſee the Preamble to the 4 
of the 27th of Hen. the 8th, Chap. 20. in which are theſe 
Words, Willing the Spiritual Rights, and Duties of 
« that Church to be preſerved, continued, &c.” So that 
either they muſt claim by a Divine Right, which 15 generally 
now diſclaimed, or no Right at all, the latter of which is the 
Truth. 3 7 

+ Light ſhining on! of Darkneſs, p. 171. 


le 
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© which no ive Age, nor the Albigenſes, Lu- 
. Salmaſ. ſus, &c. could yet admit,” 


To the 1 and 8 Queries, we anſwer: 
How the Proteſtant Miniſtry became poſſeſſed of 
Tithes, we cannot tell ; there appearing no Con- 
veyance to them of that pretended Right which the 


Popiſh Clergy once had, except, that Tithes being 


a 8 Morſel, tho indeed a Relick of the Ro- 


miſh Church, the Proteſtants (whoſe Reformation in 
that, as well as in ſeveral other Points, was very 
imperfect) were not willing to forgo them, though 
they had not any poſitive Right to them cites by 
the Low or the Goſpel, or by any Conveyance from 
thoſe to whom they were given by ſuperſtitions Do- 
nors for ſuperſtitious Uſes, not performed by Pro- 
teſtants. So that the Parſons pretended Inference 


of the Qyakers poſſeſſing a Property he can ſhew no 


Title to, effectually reverts upon himſelf, who 
having no ſolid Title to the Tithe he poſſeſſes, has 


yet the Aſſurance to call in queſtion the Property of 


other Men in the Produce of their own Seed, their 
own Land, and their own Labour. 


To the fifth Query, we ſay, That if the Pope be 


| Antichriſt, Tithes muſt needs be Antichriſtian ; he 


having made Laws to compel the Payment of them, 


which are contrary to the Command of Chriſt = 


the Goſpel; for we have before ſhewn, that what 
the Earlier Chriſtians did, was woluntar „q and that 
what after Ages did, was only to enjorce the Pope's 
Doctrine and Laws: And that the Pope is Antichriſt, 
may be proved by the Authorities of many Prote- 
tant Authors (as well as others in Earlier Times, 


before the Diſtinctions of Pap s and Proteſtants 
G 
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were) but we refer our Readers to Fox's Acts and 


Monuments, Vol. 1. p. 545 to 550, 569, 646, and 


885, tothe End of that Treatiſe ; and another of 
Bp. Ridley, p. 440, &c. Vol. 3. where he will find 
that Subject copiouſly handled. | 


To the ſixth Query: The firſt Part of it perhaps 
may meet with this Objection, viz. That the Sta- 
tute of the 2d and zd of Edw. VI. was not popiſh : 
To which we anſwer, That as it is grounded on that 
of the 27th of Hen. VIII. foregoing, (as well as the 
32d) and upon the ſame miſtaken Suppoſition of a 
Divine Right, it can be maintained by no other 
Argument ; but that it was grounded upon the for- 
mer Act, and made only to ſupply ſome Deficiencies 
in that, and upon no other Right, is plain by the 
Preamble of it, wherein the former Act is repeated: 
Nor is it ſtrange that it ſhould be fo, conſidering 
how ſmall a Progreſs the Reformation from Popery 
had made in thoſe early Times. . 

To the latter Part, which is urged only as Argu- 
mentum ad hominem, and true upon our Adverſary's 
Suppoſition, not Ours; we fay, That if the Laws 
of Men give a Right, the Preſbyter:ans and Inde- 
pendents may be ſuppoſed to have had a Right for 
the Time being, for they had an Ordinance of a 
Proteſtant Parliament (as they call'd themſelves) for 
their receiving Tithes: This Inſtance is only brought 
to prove, That whatſoever Body of Men can graſp 
Power into their Hands, they may make Laws to 
ſupport themſelves, or what they pleaſe ; but we, as 


a People, * did in thoſe Days, both by Writing and 


Suffering, 


r 8 — 


* See the Great Caſe of Tithes, concerning our Suffer- 


ings in that Time p. 43, 44. firſt publiſhed in 1657. 


5 


Suffering, bear our Teſtimony againſt that Anti- 


chriſtian Yoke of Tithes, and fo have we continued 
to do to this Day; for ſeeing we are really perſuaded 
in our Conſciences, that the Exa&#ion of Tithes is 
Antichriſtian, we alſo apprehend, that no humane 
Power or Injunction can make them otherwiſe, ſo 
as to bind the Conſcience, nor juſtify us before God 
in the voluntary Payment of them : And that, a Co- 
ercion of this Nature upon the Conſciences of Men 
ought not to be practiced, appears, SE 

I. From its Contrariety to the whole Nature 
and Tenor of the Goſpel Diſpenſation, which is a 
free Tender of free Grace, and admits of no Coer- 


cion either of Pay or of Proſelytes. 


II. From its direct Oppoſition to the Precept of 
Chriſt, Mat. vii. 12. Therefore all Things whatſoever 
ye would that Men ſhould do unto you, do ye unto them 
likewiſe, 

III. From its Infringement on Men's Property, 
and an Extenſion of the Power of the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate beyond its due Bounds ; for as the Author of 
the Plea obſerves, © One main End of Govern- 


ment being to ſecure Property, therefore all Opi- 


* nions, all Practices, inconſiſtent with the Pre- 
< ſervation of Property, are alſo inconſiſtent with 
«© Government and Society.” But if it ſhall be al- 


| ledged, That theſe Things were ſetled with conſent of 


+ Parliament, who are our Repreſentatives: We 
ſay, That tho' in Civil Matters they may be ſo, yet 
G 2 4 in 


— 
10 


J. See p. 39, 40, 41, &c. of the Great Caſe of Titbes, up- 
on this Objection, Theſe Laws are made by Parliaments, 
the Repreſentatives of the People, Sc. Query, Whether 


_ that Power that claims a Right to take away the tenth Part 


of a Man's Property, has not by the ſame Rule, the ſame 
Right to take away the whole. 7 


(52) 
in Religious they are not, not cantiot be, that being 
a Power not delegated to them; and therefore as 
the Original of Property, if duly conſidered, is the 
Fruits of Men's Labours, and is in the People, as 
well as the Original of Government which muſt 
ariſe by their Conſent ; therefore that Property, 
whether it came by our Predeceſſors, and was a 
Property in Land, or whether only a Property in 
Goods acquired by Labour, Induſtry and Skill, 
with the Bleſſing of God, (which the Tithes chiefly 
are, and from whence they almoſt wholly ariſe, 
and in ſmall Tithes altogether, ſome who are liable 
to them, neither inheriting nor holding any Land) 
it ought not to be alienated without the Conſent, 
at leaſt not contrary to the known Mind of the 
Proprietors. And ſeeing, 'tis generally acknow- 
ledged, that every man has an undoubted Property 
in the Produce of his own Land, the Increaſe of 
his own Seed, and the Fruit of his own Labour : 
Let the Parſon, if he can, ſhew us how the Practice 
of putting him into Poſſeſſion of the Produce of 
another Man's Land, the Increaſe of another Man's 
Seed, and the Fruit of another Man's Labour, with- 
out his Conſent, or any valuable Confideration, is 
conſiſtent with the Preſervation of that Man's Pro- 
perty ? If he cannot, then by his owh Rule the 
fame Practice muſt be inconſiſtent with Govern- 
ment and Society. And indeed, we cannot but 
think, that the Legiſlature exceeds its proper Bounds, 
when it enacts Laws in Caſes of meer Conſcienceand 
Religion, which ought always to remain free and 
unconſtrained. Becauſe, if in ſuch Caſes, the Laws 
of every Nation muſt oblige every Chriſtian dwel- 
ling there to an actual Obedience, it will neceffarily 


follow, that the Support of Mahometaniſm, Paga- 


537 


niſin, and every falſe Religion, may become a Chri- 
ſtian Duty whereſoever and whenſoever the ſame 
ſhall be enforced by a Legal Authority: And by 
the fame Rule, the Prophets, Chriſt, and his A- 
poſtles, all or moſt of the Chriſtian Martyrs, and 
Reformers of all Ages, were Tranſgreſſors, as acting 
contrary to Law: P/al. xciv. 20. Iſai. x. 12, Dan. 
vi. 5. John xix. 7. Acls xviii. 13. and xxi. 18. And 
under this pretence, all Nations, whether Maho- 
metan, Pagan, or Popiſb, that have or do perſecute, 
may detend their Practice : This, however calcu- 


| lated to root out all Virtue and true Religion, is no 


other than the plain Conſequence of their manner 


of arguing, who ſo ſtrenuouſly urge the Plea of the 


Law oF THE LAnD, in Oppofition to the Precept 
of Chriſt and the Doctrine of the New Teſtament. 


Thus have we throughly ſubmitted to the 
Country Parſon's deſired Examination of the Q 
kers Conſcience ; and, we think, have fully made 
appeit, that the Parſon having no Title to Tithes, 
either by Inheritance, or Purchaſe, or the Gift of 
the Owner, his pretended Right to them, is no 

ther than a LeGAL INVASION oF ANOTHER MAN's 
PROPERTY: And that the Qyaker may with a good 
Conſcience keep the Tithes to his own Uſe, they 
being His Own. But he cannot with a good Con- 
/cience pay them to any other, as a Maintenance for 
Miniſters under the Goſpel, for the following 
* Realms, | : 

. 


— 


— 


* Theſe Reaſons were given by Thomas Bennet to the 


Lord Mayor of London, in the Year 1645, before the 


Name Quaker was known. 


ö | 
j 


2 2 > 2 — Ne DF Se er re 
—— CES SAS. * 
— Ge — _ <4 — 

A IEA —— — . 5 

” - — - > — — — 


— & * 
> _ a — 
—— r 
7 * 5 . 
2 — 
= — — 


(4 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
c 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


(c 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


(c 
cc 
«c 
cc 
( 
cc 


cc 


(5+) 
«© J. If Tithes under the Goſpel be an Ordi- 
nance, then they muſt be of Evangelical Inſtitu- 


tion, even from the Command of Chriſt, as well 
as other Goſpel Ordinances : But we find no 


other Ordinance for the Exaction of Tithes now, 


but a bare Moſaical Ordinance. Therefore Tithes 
are no Goſpel Ordinance, and conſequently no 


Maintenance for Goſpel Miniſters. 


II. Tithes were never ordained, but for the 


Wages of Typical Services; therefore to continue 
the Wages 7 ſuch Work, cannot in Equity be 
without the Continuance of the Work : The 
Continuance of which is a flat Denial of Chriſt's 
Coming in the Fleſh. ? 
III. Thoſe that had the Commandment for 
Tithes, were only to receive them of their Bre- 
thren, Heb. vii. 5. that is, of the other Tribes : 
therefore not of the Gentiles ; nor were Gentiles, 
by that Command, bound thereto; and if not in 
Moſes his Time, much leſs now. 15 
« TV. They were impoſed upon the Land of 
Canaan, therefore not upon England, or Engliſh 
Men, being no part of Canaan, nor the People 
any of the Twelve Tribes; and the Jews to this 
Day terminate the Equity of Tithes to their own 
Land, as Mr. Selden writeth in his Hiſtory of. 
Tithes. 

« V. When the Law of Tithes was in force, 
it was only of the Seed of the Ground, the Fruit 
of the Trees, and of four footed Beaſts, Lev. xxvii. 
30, 32. Therefore the Tithe of our Pullen, as 
of Goflings, Chickens, &c. which have but two 
Feet apiece, and cannot be reputed to be of the 
Herd or Flock that paſſed underneath the Rod : 
Nor any Tithe of Houſes, which neither grow 


* nor 


—— 


45 
nor bring forth Seed, can be concluded from the 
« Law of * Tithes. 

« VI. The Levites paid the Tenth of their 
« Tithe to Aaron the Prieſt, Numb. xvii. 26, 27, 
28, 29. yea, the Fatherleſs, Widow, and Stranger, 
« were ranked with the Levite for the Maintenance 
of Tithes, Deut. xiv. 29. xxvi. 12. and were to 
<« eatand to be ſatisfied therewith : Therefore from 
<« their Example, our Clergy unjuſtly exact the 
„ whole Tithes to themſelves. | 
VII. The Laity offered the firft Fruits unto 
ce the Prieſts, in Ears of Wheat, Barley, &c. in 
, what Quantity the Owner would, Exod. xxili. 
« 19. Deut. xviii. 4. Therefore from their Exam- 
ple, there can be no Exaction of this or that 
«© Quantity. 0s | 
VIII. They, as well, from the Example of 
« Moſes his Prieſts, may take Tithe of our Chil- 
ce dren; for the jfir/# born, whether of Man or 
© Beaſt, fell to the Prieſt, Numb. xvii. 15. So that 
ce if our Clergy will have thoſe Prieſts to be their 
Example, then every Male that firſt openeth the 
xc Marx, is due unto the Clergy. And, I ſup- 
<« poſe, they would exact it, had they but Power 
« to impoſe Redemption Money upon them, the 
« Value of five Shekels, after the Shekel of the Sanctu- 
« ary, which is Twenty Gerals upon every firſt 
« born Male, as Moſes's Prieſts had. 
« TX. When the Law of Tithes was in force, 
« there was no Compultion uſed for them, nor did 
« Moſes give any Commiſſion to the Levites to ex- 


act them by Force: The Lord only ſent his Pro- 
es, «© phets 


—_— 


Much leſs can the Tithe of Pigs, Geeſe, and Things 
which the Law accounted unclean, be thence concluded, 
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phets to complain againſt them that did not pay 
them, Neb. xiu. 10, 11, 12. Mal. iii. 9, 10. 


o Ihe Prieſthood, and Commandment is 


changed, and One of another 'Tribe, even of the 
Tribe of Judah, of whom Moſes ſpake nothing 
concerning the Prieſthood, is our Prieſt for ever, 
Heb. vii. 11. Therefore to ſpeak that of the Mi- 
niſtry of our Lord, which ſprung from Fudah, 


which was ſpoken of the Tribe of Aaron, where- 
of Tithes were one main Thing, is to make our 


Lord to beof the Tribe of Aaron. 
«* XI. All the Supply, which the Goſpel or- 
daineth, is a Firſt-day Collection, or voluntary 
Cobtribution, to the Neceſſities of the poor Saints, 
2 ur. ix. 1, 5, 7. 
XII. An Elder of the Chuck cannot lay claim 


to any Supply barely by virtue of Elderſhip, no 


more than a Saint by virtue of Saintſhip, but both 
ſimply as poor Saints. For Evangelical Supply was 
only devoted to Neceſſity: The poor Man's Box 
Was Foes Inheritance or Portion of the poor Saints, 
whether Elders or other Members. 
XIII. It is to be acknowledged as a Gift or 
Courteſy, * 2 Cor. viii. 4. Phil. iv. 17. But to 

FE exact 


. 


* © Abs the Goſpel ii ff, in in its 0wn * N 15 5 equally 
free in all Ages, and the Miniſters of the Goſpel are ſo too 


in reſpect of its Publication (ſs as not to preach the Goſpel 


becauſe humane Laws command, nor io forbear to preach 
it becauſe humane Laws forbid) ſo ought the Goſpel Main- 
tenance alſo, or the Maintenance of the Goſpel Miniſtry I 70 
be in all Ages equally free; elſe it is not ſuitable to the Mi- 
niſtry, and the Goſpel to which it appertains : And whenſo- 
ever it ceaſes to be free by the interpoſed Injunctions of Pe- 
nal Laws, it thenceforth ceaſes to be a 0 Gert: 

ee ow 
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Ly exact by Compulſion, is contrary to the Nature 
| of Courteſy : That were of Violence not of Gift. 
is XIV. All that Chriſt ordained the Twelve, | 
he « and the Seventy, which he ſent out, to take, | 
1g « was but to cat and drink ſuch Things as were ſet be- 
r, « fore them; making that to be all his Labourers 
E  * ſhould account themſelves worthy of, Luke x. 7, 8. 
h, « XV. It is unreaſonable for a Shepherd to ex- 
- 6 acc the Milk of that Flock which he doth not 
ur e feed for the Flock which he feedeth, is the 
Flock of whoſe Milk he may eat, 1 Cor. ix. 7. 
r- < Therefore the Clergy Shepherds may not exact 
ry « the Milk of the Flocks that are not fed by them. 
ts, « XVI. No Payment of Tithes was ordained in 
e the Chriſtian Churches (as Seluen obſerves) till the 
m General Council at Lateran, Anno 1215, There- 
1 „ fore the Ordinance of Tithes under the Goſpel, 
th d deriving its Being and Inſtitution from the In- 
as junctions of the Pope and his Council, the 
IX ; nc BF 477: 4 * Payment 
or br „ ——— 
to Noto if wwe ſhould ſuppoſe Tithes a lawful Maintenance, 
& And that the Donation of them was an A of pure Libera- 
e lity and perfect Freedom in the firſt Donors, ( which 4. 
avg « werſally confidered, is far enough from Probability) and 
ly upon that Suppoſition ſhould admit Tithes to have been then 
00 4 4 free Maintenance ; yet the ſetling them as a ſtanding 
pet © Maintenance, and compelling after Ages by Penalties to 
ch < pay them, makes them now not a free Maintenance, if 
„ *© they had been ſo then; but the true Goſpel Maintenance 
Jo * * ought to be free in ils Continuation as well as in its Begin- 
1— «* ing; and Chriſtians now may juſtly exXPect , as much 
0 * Chriſtian Liberty and Freedom as Others in former Ages 
e « had, which they do not enjoy, who now ſtand bound to the 
_ “Performance of that which Others were at Liberty lo.“ 


* Appendix to the Great Caſe of Tithes, 7. 87, 88. 


ſaid with Reſpect to the 
Ctice of any other abrogated Few/h Rite, as Tithes 


'©'S8 
Payment thereof is an implicite * ſubjecting of 
« our ſelves to the Dictates of the See of Rome: 


And therefore Tithes are to be teſtified _—_— as 
Smt Branch of NO E RTV.“ 


Theſe Reaſons, the Parſon, when he pleaſes, 
may undertake the Con futation of. 


To which I ſhall „ 
That Tithes being a Part of the Gb) Law 


of Moſes, the Payment of them now, doth ſubject 


us to the Obſervation of the whole Law; the Abo- 
lition of which, we implicitly deny by the Con- 
tinuance of that Ceremony : For as the . 
Paul argues in the Caſe of Circumciſion, Gal. v. 2 

. Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be ci rcum- 


ciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing; for 1 teſitfie a- 


gain to every Man that is circumciſed, that he is a 
Debtor to do the whole Law. The fame may be 


＋ Continuance and Pra- 


are, 

* 97 2 «vere e given 57 fome Papiſts for Satisfaction for 
Sins committed ; by Others, to have Maſſes and Services 
performed for the Dead, and to redeem Souls out of Purga- 
tory, which Things being all denied by Proteſtants, . 
Uſes for which thoſe-Tithes were given is ceaſed, wherefore 
it may be reaſonably inferr'd, that the Tithes themſelves 
ſhould alſo ceaſe, for Ceſſante ratione legis ceſſat lex. 

+ A late Author hath the following Obſervations and Ar- 
guments on this Subject, vi. Now not only he that thus 
* claims, and receives Titbes, but he that conſents to, and 
* complies with, ſuch Claim, by paying Tithes thus brought 
in, and claimed, doth thereby implicitly and actually 
( ati leaſt) deny that Chrift hath put an End to the Ceremo- 
ws mal Law of Moſes, and conſequently that he is come, and 

| * bath 


are, 
12. 


WE 
concerning which the Apoſtle ſays, Heb. vii. 
The Pri — being changed, there is made of 


Neceſſi ity a Change alſo of the Law. And Verf. 18. 
There is verily a diſannulling the Commandment going 


1 


So that to continue the Payment of them, 
H 2 | 18 


— 


8 hath ſuffered in his 2 for Mankind : And that this 
may appear, as plain as is poſſible, I ſhall draw the Mat- 
& ter into an Argument, thus, 


of 


To uphold any * as ſtill in force, which was to 
Abe taken away an 
“js to deny that Chriſt is come, and hath ſuffered, 


“ in his Fleſh for Mankind. . 
But, to receive or pay Tithes now, is to uphold a 


© thing as ſtill in force, which was to be taken 


* away and ceaſe at and by the Death of Chriſt. 
Therefore, to receive or pay Tithes now, 1s to deny 
* that Chriſt is come, and hath ſuffered in his 
„ Fleſh for Mankind.” 


« The Major muſt be granted, and the Minor J thus 2rove, 
«© Whatſoever was a Part of the Ceremonial Law of 


* Moſes, was to be taken away and ceaſe at and by 
* the Death of Chriſt. 


“ But, Tithes were a Part of the Ceremonial Law 


of Moſes. 
* Therefore, Tithes were to be taken away and ceaſe 
© at and by the Death of Chriſt. 


* The Major here again is unexceptionable, and the Minor 
is thus proved, 
« Every Heave- Offering among the Jews was a Part 


of the Ceremonial Law of Moſes. 


% But, Tithes were an Heave-Offering among the 


6 Fes, Numb. xvill. 24. 


« Therefore, Tithes were a Part of the Ceremonial 


« By this it appears, that without Regard had to the 


«© Law of Moſes.” 


e Perſon to whom, or the Uſe for which Tithes are paid, the 


Paying of T ubes (as well as the Receiving of them, being 


wal 


ceaſe at the Death of Chriſt; A 


— 2 — 
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is a practical Acknowledgment of the Continuance 
of the Levitical Prieſthood, and an implicite Denial 

of the Prieſthood of Chriſt. SIG te Np. 
To conclude ; We ſtand faſt in a Chriſtian Te- 
ſtimony againſt the Payment of Tithes under the 
Goſpel, as an Antichriſtian Yoke of Bondage, im- 
pofed by the Pope and his Adherents: And fo far 
as the Members of any Church, though otherwiſe 
Proteſtant, are retaining ſuch Inventions and Doc- 
trines as were brought forth by the Wit and Will of 
degenerate Men, in the dark Night of Popiſh Su- 
perſtition and Error, and impoſing them on the 
Conſciences of others, ſo far, they are maintaining 
the Kingdom of Antichriſt; and a Compliance with 
Corruptions ſo introduced, is a kind of receiving 
the Mark of the Beaſt, and the Number of his Name 
ſpoken of, Rev. xili. 16, 17. as a Compliance of 
the like Nature, in Things contrary to Scripture 
Me 


CY — — 5 


— 


4 Part ef the abrogated Ceremonial Law of Moſes, im- 
* Forts a Denial of the Coming and Death of Chriſt : Hence 
« it is, that Tithes have been and are commonly called Anti- 
« chriſtian, or againſt Chriſt, and hence hath riſen that 
$* Saying (often uſed, not only by our Ancient Friends, but 
% by ſome of the Martyrs long before) viz. He that pays 
& Pithes doth thereby deny that Chriſt is come in the 
% Fleſh : That Concluſion could not have been drawn from 
« the Payment of Tithe, to a wrong Miniſtry, or for a wrong 
& Uſe only, tho* ſuch Payment be evil: Nor could any thing 
« juſtify that Inference, but the Conſideration that Tithes de- 
« pending on the Ceremonial Lato of Moſes, which muſt 0 


« Nece/ity and in courſe fall and ceaſe when Chriſt ſuffered, 


< the Paying of Tithes carries in it a Suppoſal, that the Law 
i not ceaſed, but is ftill in force, and conſequently that 
« Chriſt, whoſe Death muſt needs have ended it, is not yet 
& come, nor has ſuffered in his Fleſh for Mankind,” See 
a Supplement to Thomas Ellwood's Life, | 
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and the Convictions of their Conſciences, was in- 


terpreted to be, by many of the Early and Zealous 
Reformers from Popery : And ſeeing we are per- 
fuaded, that Tithes under the Goſpel are a Relick , 
of the Impoſitions of the Church of Rome, we think 
our ſelves warranted from the firſt Proteſtant Prin- 
ciples, to relinquiſh them, and by the Text Rev. 
Xviii. 4. 70 come out of her, that we be not Partakers 
of her Sins, leſt we be Partakers of her Plagues alſo. 

And the Evidence we have had, as a People, 


and ſtill have, in our Sufferings, both in Body and 


Goods, on the Account of Tithes, as well as on 
other Accounts for our Chriſtian Teſtimony, which 


vue believe God has given us to bear, in carrying on 


the Work of Reformation, and contending for our 
Religious Liberty, is the Satisfaction, that has at- 
tended, and ſtill does attend, thoſe who are con- 


cerned faithfully to ſuffer on theſe Accounts, of 


which, we are able to produce many Inſtances ; 
which is an Argument that we were, and are, ſup- 
ported by a Divine Hand: And certainly, if the 
Support of the Spirit of God was a good Argument 
for the firſt Reformers from Popery, and if their 
Conſtancy, Perſeverance and joyful Sufferings in that 
Cauſe, was an Evidence of their having a Meafure 
of that Spirit, which was alone able to ſupport 
them, who laid down their Lives for their Teſti- 
mony, (as many of our Friends alſo did in Priſons 
for a like Teſtimony) ſurely, the Evidence of the 
Spirit of God bearing witneſs with our Spirits, will 
be a like Proof for our Friends and Us; and a Mark 
of the Degeneracy of thoſe, who, inſtead of carry- 
ing on the Work of Reformation, which their Pre- 
deceſſors ſo happily began, according to the Diſco- 
very then made, and purging out more and more 


52 


1 
of the Errors and Corruptions of the Church of 
Rome, by abiding under the Guidance of the Spirit, 
which is promiſed always to remain with the Church, 
Mat. xx. 28. And to lead into all Truth, John xiv, 
16, 17, 26. and xvi. 13. which thoſe Early Refor- 
mers and Martyrs bore Teſtimony to, and were 
aſſiſted by, have in ſome Things run retrograde, and 
allured by Profits and Honour, have retained Tithes 
and other Relicks of the Romiſb Church, which 
their Forefathers teſtified againſt, as we have before 
ſhewn. | 

Therefore, as we think it our Duty, agreeable to 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and warranted by the 
Example of thoſe who before us have ſuffered for 
the like Teſtimony againſt Romiſh Errors and Im- 
pofitions, to ſtand faſt in the Liberty wherewith 
Chriſt has made us free, and to be no more entang- 
led with the Yoke either of Fewi/h or Romiſb Bon- 
dage, ſuch as we believe that of Tithes to be : And 
the Sufferings and Loſſes we undergo on that Ac- 
count, we eſteem as Sufferings and Trials for the 
Truth's Sake: And this is our Confidence and Cauſe 
of Rejoicing, even the Teſtimony of God's Spirit, 
bearing witneſs with our Spirits that we are his, Rom. 
vill. 16. And our Armour of Proof againſt all the 
hard Speeches, and Miſrepreſentations of our Ad- 
verſaries, is this, even the Anſiver of our Conſciences in 
the Sight of God, and before all Men, who know 


what Conſcience is, and the Obligations ariſing there- 
from. | 


POST- 


Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments ; or 5 


COP} 


"POSTSCRIPT. 


'AVING, in the foregoing Plea, taken notice 
of ſome Canons of the Church 1 5 Rome, di- 
recting Excommuntcations, as the moſt powerful 


and effectual Means, whereby to force a Compli- 


ance to their unreaſonable Demands ; we think it not 


impertinent to our preſent Purpoſe, to enquire a little 


into the State of that Matter, as it now ſtands in 


this Nation. 


I. For wha Cauſes the ipods of England may 
at this Day be Excommunicated. And _ 
II. The deſtructive Effects and Conſequences of 
Excommunication, upon their Bodies, Lives, Fami- 


lies, Religion, Liberty, and Properties. 


To the Firſt; They may be Excommunicated 
for Contempt in not appearing upon Summons, or 
not obeying a Sentence in the Biſbop's Court. For 
Hereſy, [or what the Biſhop may call ſo] For refu- 
ſing to have Children baptized (as they call it) or to 


receive the Holy Comminion (fo called) or to come 


to Divine Service: Or for Errors in Matters of 
Religion or Doctrine received or allowed, &c. 1 2 


Elig. Cap. 23. Sect. 13. Wood's Inſtitut. pag. 508, 


399: 
For not complying with Sentences in the Biſhop's 
Courts, for Nonpayment of Tithes by Occupiers of 


Tithes or Offerings, as Merchants exerciſing er- 


chandizing 
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664) 
chandizing, Bargaining and Selling, Clothing (or 
Manufacturing) Handicrafts or other Art or Fa- 
culty, the tenth Part of their clear Gains reſpectively 
(if the Biſhhop ſhall judge it due.) 2, 3 Edky. VL 
2 13. Sect. 7. 


— 


To the Second : The excommunicated Perſon is 
excluded from the Communion of the Church in her 
Sacred Rights (if before in her Communion) and 
from the Company of the Faithful (therein,) or re- 
ceiving her Sacraments: He is diſabled to do any 
Judicial Aft (in his own Right) as 70 Sue, (tho he 
may be Sued) in any Court, for any Debt due to 
ref for the Pxcommunication may be pleaded in 
Bar of his Action: Or to be a Witneſs. He is like- 
wiſe diſabled thereby to Sue as an Executor or Ad- 
miniſtrator, and they who converſe with him, are 
thereby Excommunicated. He is liable to erpetual 
Impriſonment, to live miſerably in Goal for many 
Years, ſeparated from his Wife, Children, Family 
and Buſineſs, whereby he ſhould comfort and main- 
tain his Family: And dying under the Sentence, 
cannot receive Chriſtian Burial (as they call it.) See 
Mood's Inſtit. p. 509 and the Rubrick. And finally, 
in a Popiſb Senſe, (and peradventure i in all' other 
Epiſcopal Senſe) Fant to Hell, to the Devil, to be 
Company with him and the Reſt of the Damned, 
and puniſhed there together to all Eternity, (if it 
were in their Power to inflict it.) So that Nonpay- 
ment of Tithes, and Contempt of the Biſhop's Au- 


thority, are dreadful Things to ſuch as are not ſap- 


ported by the Divine IMmorTAL TRUTH in Tefti- 
mony againſt them; yet they are but Bughears to 
ſuch as are called or Gow, as Witneſſes for the Loxp 
againſt them, in this Age, as in all others, fince 

firſt. 


5 O O, 


ö | 
firſt introduced by Antichriſtian Priefts into the 
CHRISTIAN World. | 

And tho', ſince the Happy Revolution in this 
Nation, many of the Subjects are, in conſequence 
of the Toleration, exempted from the Force of ſome 
of theſe particular Cauſes of Excommunications, yet 
the People of the National Church, as well as BI 


enters, are ſtill liable to ſeveral of them. 


We think it alſo worthy of Ober vation, on what 


light Occafions this terrible Thunder of Excommuni- 


cation has been of late too frequently diſcharged; 
of which take the following Inſtances, 


A poor Journeyman Shoemaker was Excommu- 
nicated, and lay cloſe confin'd in Bedford Goal 
above Nineteen Months, for refuſing to pay his 
Pariſh Prieſt One Groat for Eaſter-Offerings. * 

Two Perſons, one of them a Widow, were Ex- 


communicuted and Impriſoned between Six and 


Seven Years, for leſs than Nine Shillings demanded” 
from both of them. | 

Four Perſons for Demands, on One of them 
Four Pence, on another Two Pence halfpenny, and 
on the other Two but One Farthing each, for a 
Church-Rate, were Excommunicated and commit- 


ted to Durham Goal. ＋ 


Three Perſons were Excommunicated, and com- 
mitted to Northampton Goal for about Three Shil- 


lings and Four Pence demanded from all of them.“ 


A Perſon at Nottingham was impriton'd above a 
Vear for a Demand of Six Pence. | | 
| 22 Many 


* — 


* See An Account of many Proſecutions of the People 
calPd Quakers, p. 2. Vid. p. 4. T bid. p. 38 
* 00 Þ. 99, ＋ Jbid. p. 97. 
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Many like Inſtances might be produced, abun- 
dantly ſhewing the Miſapplication of fo ſevere a 
Sentence on ſo trivial Occaſions, while great and 

rievous Offences often paſs uncenſur'd. 0 

If any ſhall query, My the Clergy, having a 
more eaſy Method for a Recovery of their Legal Claims, 
ſhould expreſs ſo warm a Concern for a Continuance 
F the Power of Oppreſſion in their Hands? The 
known Practice of ſome of them may diſcover the 
real Cauſe, viz. That when Opportunities offer of 
breaking through the ancient Modus's and cuſtomary 
Payments, they, may uſe that Power as an Inſtru- 
ment to awe the People into a Compliance with 
their illegal Demands, which the Terror of Suits at 
Law for Treble Damages, or Proſecutions in the 
Exchequer to Sequeſtrations, or of falling into the 


_ cruel Talons of the Eccleſiaſtical Court, and a perpe- 


tual Impriſonment, hath too often induced them to 
ſubmit to, contrary to Law, Conſcience and Equity, 
Andthus an whole Pariſh may be obliged to ſubmit 
to an unreaſonable and unuſual Demand, becauſe no 
particular Inhabitant dare riſque his own Eſtate and 
Liberty to oppoſe it. For Inſtance, 

In the Pariſh of Wandſeborth in Surry, the cuſto- 
mary Payment for a Cow, formerly 4d. per Annum, 
is of late advanc'd to Seven Shillings ; and the Yearly 
Income of the F:carage of that Pariſh, which, by a 


| Report of the Commiſſioners in*the Reign of King 


Henry VIII. amounted to but 1 51, 35. per Annum or 
thereabouts, appeared on ſome Proſecutions, by the 
late Vicar, for Family Gardens, Eaſter-Offerings, 
Se. to be then advanced to 224/. for One Year. 

In the Pariſh of Swaveſea in Cambridgeſhire, the 
Vicar having raiſed his Demand of Tithe for a Cow 
and Calf from the Rate of 104, faid to be formerly 

| paid, 


e 
paid, to 13d, ſome of the Inhabitants ſubmitted 
thereto: But upon his demanding 18d of William 
Barr, one of his Hearers, who had dwelt 40 Years in 
that Pariſh, at which Rate the Tithe amounted to 
2 15, he refuſing to pay it, the Parſon proſecuted him 
in the Exchequer in 1734, and put him to about 20/. 
Charge. The fame Vicar, to introduce a new 
Cuſtom into the faid Pariſh of paying Mortuartes, 
ſued Three poor Widows in the Exchequer for a 
Demand of Mortuaries, tho' it does not appear 


that any had been paid there before his Vicarſhip; 


The ſaid Suit is yet depending. 

In the Pariſh call'd St. Giles's Cripplegate London, 
in the Year 1719, 115 Pariſhioners were proſecuted 
in the Exchequer by T. Bennet Vicar, above 100 of 
of whom did not conteſt his Demand of 25 9d. per 
Pound on the Rent of their Houſes; and a conſide- 
rable Part of that Pariſh had in all probability been 
ſubjected to an unreaſonable Claim, amounting to 
above 3oool. per Annum more than the uſual In- 
come, (as ſpecified in the printed Caſe preſented to 
the Houſe of Lords in 1722,) had not Three hone/? 
conſcientious QUAKERS nobly ſtood in the Gap, 
defended themſelves againſt a violent Proſecution, 
both in the Exchequer and in the Houſe of Lords, 
at a very great Expence defeated the Parſon, and 
preſerved the Pariſh from his intended Im ofition 
See the Caſe of Treppaſs, Bocket and Witchel, in the 
aforeſaid Account of Proſecutions, p. 78, 79. Cer- 
tainly Men of ſuch Integrity and Reſolution, Who, 
to keep their Conſciences free from the Voke of 


Bondage, are ſpirited to maintain the publick Liberty 


againſt Eccleſiaſtical Impoſitions, at their own Colt, 


merit the Regard of their Neighbours, as being Ta; 255 


e of a Common Good. 
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. Proofs Engliſhed and Augmented, with fundry ma- 


Hand. The Thirg Tüllen. PN . | 
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Brief Accou nt of Eleven de! and i Eighty 
Proſecutions of the People calld' Qyakers. in 


Demands recoverable by the Acts made in the 7th 
and 8th Years of the Reign of King W:lliam III. 
for the more Eaſie Recovery of Titbes, Church- Rates, 
&c. Humbly ſubmitted: to > — Conſideration of the 
Members of both Houſes of Parliament, price: 26 ws 
An Account of the Proceedin gs, and. Debates on: E 
1 TITRHE-BILL, which was * Houſe) 
of Commons on a Petition deliver'd- by the:Qyaters *\ 
To which is added, a Liſt of tho&'Pzzss: who 
voted for and againſt Committing the aid Bil. n 


9 


Where alſo. may be bad, cf > 


The Great: Caſe of Tithes truly Stated, . 
Opened; and fully Reſolved. By Anthony. Peanſon, 
formerly a Juſtice of the Peace, in — Seo! 
Wgemorland. price- Is. ap 5 e 38; 


AL ght thiving out al Darkneſs: 0 Or. Occafomat: 1 
Queries Taber ited to the Judgment. of ſuch as'would | 
enquire into the True. State of Things in our Times. 
The whole Work Reviſed by the Author; ther 


terial Diſcourſes concerning the Miniſtry, Separa- 
tian, Inſpiration, Scriptures, Humane Learning, 
Oaths, Tithes, &c. By an Indi Herent, but Learned: 25 
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